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Our Sufficiency 
By Lincoln Phifer 


IKE babes that fear to try their feet, 
For some support we stretch and cry; 
We catch at every friend we meet—- 
But God is our sufficiency. 


We weep that friends should prove so weak, 
When they are just as strong as we ; 

For other human props we seek— 
When God is our sufficiency. 


We lean on plans and hopes as do 
The blind on staffs—qe cannot see ; 
* They break—our hands are punctured through ; 
For God is our sufficiency. 


When shall we mortals learn to lean 
On staffs that heaven will supply ? 

Then shall we walk through pastures green, 
And God will be sufficiency. 








The Secret of Fragrance 


God cannot have his way while we are in the 
way. So he asks us to let him put us out of the way. 
That is accomplished the moment when, after having 
yielded ourselves to the mastery of our Lord Jesus, 
we believe that he is doing his work: accomplishing 
our death. Then for the first time Christ has his 
Opportunity to be seen of others in us. He can pour 
himself out thr us as rivers of living water. He 
can make himself known in us and through us to those 
round about_us as an indefinably sweet, wonderful 
Presence, a blessing that cannot be described. in 
words but that is unmistakable. A clear-visioned 
present-day disciple of the Lord writes, “Doubtless 

disciples were in themselves dumb when they so 
spake that bystanders took knowledge ‘that they had 
been with Jesus.’ When there is nothing of us, there 





is a ae eee of. Him. ‘We are a sweet savor of 
Him |’ ! to be passed round the earth, a perfume 
of jesus!" Are we ready to believe on our Lord 
Jesus for even this great miracle in our worthless 


selves? 
ya 


His Waiting Room 

Waiting is the blessedest thing on earth that we 
can do—when God asks it. And those whom God 
has most mightily used have yond made fit for his 
best use by their waiting experiences. A surrendered 
and Spirit-filled Christian 7 woman, who has 
had wonderful experiences of God’s guidance and 
blessing in the past, has recently been entirely uncer- 
tain as to what God’s plans for her are now to be. 
She writes to a friend: “My application is in; and 
I'll not leave ‘His waiting room’ until He calls me 
to the right position. So many are trying to get me 
into something else. Pray that I'll wait patiently, 
will you?” When God’s word comes to this clear- 
visioned, trusting, waiting child of his, she will step 
out of his waiting room into a marvelous opportunity 
of service. Meantime how good it is for her to re- 
member that “They also serve who only stand and 


wait.” 
KK” 
While We Wait 


God never asks us to wait for his best blessings, 
—so far as our Own lives are concerned. But God 
does ask us to wait upon him. And the very instant 
we wait upon God in the way he asks, that very instant 
we have. what we are waiting for. We must under- 
stand what .this word “wait” means as God thus uses 
it. It is quite different from .the ordinary use of the 
word in other matters. To wait, in usual human ex- 
perience, means to do without something while it is 
postponed, and to expect that later on we shall have 
it. Thus we wait for a longed for and greatly needed 
letter : perhaps after a good while of waiting we are 
rewarded by its coming. Waiting upon God means 
nothing of this sort. Where the Psalmist says, “My 


soul waiteth in silence for God only” (Psa. 62: t), 
the Hebrew reads, “My soul is silent unto God only. 
Again in the same Psalm, as rendered in English, 
“My soul, writ thou in silence for God only,” the 
Hebrew reads, “My soul, be thou silent unto God 
onl. ” The Authorized Version in English is better, 
in ‘the expression, “Wait upon God,’ rather than 
“Wait for God.” In other words, “wait” in these 
passages has the meaning of silence, ceasing, stand- 
ing still; or doing nothing in our helplessness while 
trusting God to do everything, and being joyously, ys 
unshakably certain that “God is doing everything. 
As F. B. Meyer has written: “To be sure that none 
that wait on Him can be ashamed; to appropriate by 
faith; and to know we have the possessions we de- 
sire. Nay, to do more, to take them and.count them 
ours, though we have no responsive emotion, no sense 
of possession. This is ‘waiting upon God’” No 
uncertainty, no postponement: instant, perfect pos- 
session because God is faithful. Is it not glorious 
to wait upon Him all the time? 


x 
After Hope is Gone 


Every human hope is sometimes swept utterly 
away. Only hopelessness stares us in the face. Noth- 
ing that. we desired has come to pass; everything that 
we dreaded has come to us. What then? There is 
an answer that is so bright.and shining that it floods 
our present, our past, and our future with unspeak- 
able glory. The answer is—God! When every hu- 
man hope is gone, when the worst has happened, and 
when ‘still worse is clearly on its way, then God's 
power, God’s love, God’s faithfulness are still un- 
changed and unchangeable toward us. Let us write 
Weymouth’s translation of Romans 4:18 in the 
margin of our Bibles: “Under hopeless circum- 
stances he fully believed.” Or, as Moffatt’s transla- 
tion gives it, “When hope was gone, [he] hoped on in 
faith.” Hope may indeed be gone; God is not gone. 
And not. human resources, or money, or health, or 
anything that we can see or that our senses can lay 
hold on,—not these are our hope: God is our hope. 


How the Army Y.M.C.A. Recruits its Workers 


“* If stories have come to your ears of Y. M. C. A. services in soldier camps where the name of Christ was spoken with a timid 


whisper only, dismiss the tale as apochryphal,”” says Bulletin No. 9, issued by the National War Work Council of the Association. 
The accompanying article, prepared by Thomson Burtis of the Council, is sufficient answer to charges that the Y. M. C. A. is not 


rendering spiritual service to our soldiers and sailors. Another answer is the flocking of godly ministers and Christian workers to the 
Y. M. C. A. ranks, now that the Association is charged with the stupendous task of spiritual ministry to all the United States military 
forces. It behooves the Christian people of America to pray for the Association in its great responsibility, particularly in view of the 
drive it is making to raise $35,000,000 between November |! and !9 to support its war work. The “huts” in the home camps 
cost $6,000 each with $1,000 extra for equipment. In Europe this cost is increased to $15,000. The salaries, which are not large, 


of 2,000 staff men, eventually to be increased to 6,000, must be provided. : These 
and $10,000,000 more to extend this Y. M. C. A. service to Russian, French, Italian, and other 


and others incidental costs call for $25,000,000, 
soldiers, notably the 6,000,000 


men in European and Siberian prison camps, increases the budget to its total of $35,000,000. 


ried a prosperous-looking crowd from the rail- 


Arete line of mud-spattered, rattling jitneys car- 


station at Chillicothe, Ohio, up to the door. 


of the Y. M. C. A. auditorium at Camp Sherman. It 
was on a recent Sunday morning, at an hour when 
most people are still enjoying their extra Sunday 
morning - sleep, Laughing, joking, and apparently 
having the time of their lives, these men found 
places in the front seats of the huge auditorium. 
There were silver-haired, distinguished looking dig- 
nitaries among them, together with a liberal sprink- 
ling of men. more Youthful, who bore all the ear- 
marks of the forceful, energetic young American 
business man. There were manufacturers, brokers, 
bankers, lawyers, doctors, and corporation executives 
among them, but the one common tie which bound 
them together was their willingness to spend them- 
selves in unselfish Christian service. 

A new kind of Christian pilgrimage—theirs. Every 
Saturday night now, in most of the larger cities of 
Ohio, these men, whose accustomed seats in their 
home churches are destined to be vacant next morn- 
ing, may be seen climbing aboard sleepers bound for 
Camp Sherman, the big draft cantonment at Chilli- 
cothe. Nearly two hundred of them all together 
sleep as best they can en-route through the night in 
order to be on hand bright and early Sunday morn- 


ing to do their share of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association work at the camp. Every one of them is 
a business or professional man whose name weighs 
heavy in the city from which. he comes; some of 
them are men whom all Ohio knows. And every one 
of them is a Sunday-school man; in fact, it is the 
Ohio Sunday School Association that has recruited 
them for this Y. M. C. A. work—an admirable join- 
ing up of co-operative Christian forces. 

All listened carefully to the instructions briefly 
given them first by the Association’s general secre- 
tary in the camp, and afterward by the camp’s re- 
ligious work director. The former. suggested start- 
ing a discussion in order to grip the men rather than 
a cut-and-dried attempt at preachment; the latter 
gave a description of the mechanics of the proposi- 
tion. A new regiment is tackled each Sunday, and 
the visiting men are assigned to mess with the sol- 
diers whom they are to talk with. Three periods 
were allotted on this particular day for personal 
interviews between the visitors and the soldiers— 
from 10 to 12 in the morning; 3 to 5 and 6 to 8 in 
the afternoon, 

“You will each be in a different barracks each 
period,” the director explained. “And twenty of 
you men will be assigned to each barracks. These 
buildings are divided into four rooms, and one com- 
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pany, or 250 soldiers, occupy each building. Divide 
your men up for each room in proportion to the 
number in it. You will receive your assignments for 
all the periods as you pass out the door here, and our 
secretaries will be on hand to guide you to your 
destinations. If that is clear, I guess we're ready for 
our little pow-wow on methods and problems.” 

Then followed a general discussion of how to deal 
with different types of men. The new men asked 
questions, and either the experienced men or the 
Y. M. C. A. leaders answered them. 

“I got into a hard crowd one period last week,” 
remarked one of them with a grin. “When I men- 
tioned religion in connection with a soldier’s life one 
of them asked, ‘What in creation has religion got to 
do with this thing?’ and, believe me, I had a sweet 
time for the next ten minutes. When I tried to sign 
that chap up for a Bible class he, gave me another 
tussle, and if I hadn’t been helped out by another 
soldier, who said he wouldn’t have a thing to do 
with any kind of a class that didn’t have religion in 
it, I’m afraid I wouldn’t have landed him!” 

In response to a question this man, an executive in 
one of the big Akron rubber companies, told in de- 
tail the arguments and illustrations he had used to 
interest and convince this young enemy of Bible 
classes and religion. Another man told of a group 
‘of twelve he had met the previous Sunday. every man 
of whom had signified a wish to be an outright 
Christian. So the conference went on with each man 
doing his best to throw light on the puzzles they 
would be liable to come up against in their work that 
‘day. ’ 
As they passed out the door the workers received 
their assignments. They were also given cards on 
which to record the names of men willing to enter 
company Bible classes. 

“How often do you fellows write the folks at 
home?” asked an attorney visitor of the soldiers. 
“Of course you write to your sweetheart. I remem- 
ber once I wrote a sixty-seven, page letter to a girl!” 

“Whew!” whistled his auditors. 

“Did it get her?” one inquired. 

“No, she turned me down two weeks afterwards!” 

“When she got through reading the letter, eh?” 
laughed one of the more mature men. 

“No, I think it was so badly written she couldn’t 
read it. If she had, it would have landed her. It 
was pretty good stuff. But say, when I finally met 
the girl—and a beautiful tribute to his wife followed, 
ringing with an emphasis that saved it from all sus- 
picion of being artificial. For nearly an hour after 
that relations with young women and thoughtfulness 
for the home folks were the topics of discussion, and 
as a natural consequence purity and clean, fine man- 
hood were enforced in a way that plainly went deep 
with these youths. The atmosphere of the whole 
affair, and the really sacred things talked over, made 
the two hours notable. 

The attorney’s next group was of a different and 
more difficult type. 
man extraction among the five with whom he talked, 
and when religion was brought up one of them in- 
terjected the amazing boast: “I am perfect!” 

He had come from Germany when he was twenty- 
one, and although he was heart and soul for America, 
he was the typical stubborn, opinionated Teuton., He 
was not a church-member, but he was moral, gener- 
ous, and believed in God, he said. The man did have 
very strong ideas on morality and vice, and the con- 
versation took that turn, 

Meanwhile, as most of the two hundred men were 
having experiences similar to these, a dozen others 
selected for their experience and ability as teachers 
of men’s Bible classes were meeting soldiers from 
companies that had previously been interviewed. The 
Bible class plan had only been in active operation 
two weeks at this time, but the first dozen classes, 
held that morning, were unalloyed successes. After 
two or three weeks of teaching by these outside men, 
a leader from the ranks will be secured who under 
the active advice and direction of the religious work 
director of the cantonment will conduct the class. 
He will be elected by ballot in each company by the 
private soldiers themselves. Having the names of 
interested men secured by the interviewers on their 
initial visit makes every later phase of the operation 
vastly easier. It made a sure welcome for every 
one of the visiting teachers on the day here described. 

“Say, I had the time of my life!” one portly man 
assured his comrades exuberantly as they lined up 
to get their plates for mess. “Sixty men in my class, 
and the discussion was so hot I had to cut it off be- 
cause of lack of time. Every man said he’d be on 
deck next Sunday, and one top sergeant said he’d see 
to it that there would be a new bunch besides !” 

That man’s card bears the name of the president 
of one of the biggest businesses in Cleveland. Don’t 
éver tell me that men aren’t interested in the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, after my experience to-day with my 
class!” was the statement of another teacher who 
overheard his fellow-leader’s experience. Four visi- 
tors messed with each company, and afterward one 
could see frock-coated gentlemen swabbing off tin 
plates and cups in the wooden dishtubs along with 
khaki-clad men who joshed them good-naturedly. 
Throughout the day the prevailing spirit of respect 
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and good fellowship between the enlisted men and 
their guests was very impressive. 

“Well,. sir, we certainly do appreciate your coming 
down and doing this,” said the religious work di- 
rector that night, as he shook hands with a broker 
who had come to the camp for the first time. “Pretty 
tired, I suppose ?” 

“Rather,” agreed the other. 

“I’m afraid you won't in very good shape for 
business after another ride on the sleeper.” 

“Probably not quite up to par.” 

“Is it worth it? 

“Is it! Oh, boy! Just watch my speed next week!” 
and the gray-haired banker climbed into one-of the 
autos waiting in a long line to transport these 
modern apostles to their trains. * 

The number of soldiers in the various draft can- 
tonments, who are already in the very beginning of 
the military organization of, American forces, stand- 
ing up to testify, “We have found religion in the 
army,’ is amazing, and such miracles are wrought 
chiefly through the Army Y. M. C. A.’s most power- 
ful weapon—not preaching, but personal influence. 

After a meeting one of the secretaries noticed 
a young fellow over in the corner who was writing 
a letter. The Y. M. C, A. man strolled over. ; 

“Writing home, eh?” he asked. 

“Yes, sir—what that fellow said about the home 
folks got me thinking I’d been sort o’ careless on 
writin’ to ’em,” confessed this youngster. 

The secretary followed the opening: “It sure will 
make them happier than anything else they could 
get to hear you’re well and happy. No, I take that 
back—there’s one thing would make them even hap- 
pier than that.” 

“What?” was the quick query. 

“To hear that you’d made the decision that the 
speaker mentioned—to get so close to God that none 
of the temptations which your mother is praying 
against can have power to spoil your life,” answered 
the secretary quietly. : : 

The boy looked very sober, for he knew that some 
things had happened since he had kissed his mother 
good-bye—things that he wouldn’t have let her sus- 
pect for all the wealth of the world. Soon he turned 
to the secretary and blurted out the whole sad story 
of weakness and sin. Before they parted, the boy 
had written home the news that made his Christian 
mother’s prayers surge heavenward. in, thanksgiving; 
he was pledged to Jesus, 

There was the case of a prosperous contractor, who 
had never thought anything about God or. religion 
until the war broke out, and then what he thought 
was that in such a welter of terror there could not 
be any God at all. Then the draft came and com- 
pelled him to leave his business suddenly and at an 
inauspicious time, and the result of his ceaseless 
angry brooding was a growing fanatical revolt not 
only against the war, but against whatever power 
was supposed to be ruling the universe. 

“I don’t want you to think I’m against the 
Y. M. C. A.,.” said this man, It seems like the 
only friend I’ve got in the world now. But why 
should I be torn from all that I ever held dear to 
endure all this?” he went on, in desperate rebellion 
against his fate. 

The secretary drew the man into his private room, 
and told him about Christ and the wonder of that 
life laid down_in sacrifice for righteousness and to 
redeem from sin. The inevitable little Testament 
played its party and finally this brooding, suffering 
man carried a Testament away with him, marked for 
his guidance. Future talks made him a follower of 
that Life, and a soldier ready and willing to do his 
part that Christ’s principles should triumph. 

“And I can fight for those principles right here, 
before I land in the trenches with my gun,” he said 
one night. The climax of his work occurred but a 
week ago, when the last man in his company signed 
up in a Bible class to be taught by this same erstwhile 
rebellious and hopeless infidel. 




















Awkward for a “Late” Daniel 


Facts always agree with each other, whether they 
are written in the rocks, or. in buried tablets, or in the 
skies, or in the Bible. So the facts of geology and 
of all science differ not by a hair’s breadth from 
the words of God in the Bible as to creation and the 
earlier days of this earth. The fallacies and the fail- 
ures of the theories of Evolution were somewhat 
fully discussed in two editorials in The Sunday 
School Times of September 8 and 15. Among valu- 
able books on Evolution that were there mentioned 
was an able discussion by A. L. Gridley entitled “The 
First Chapter of Genesis as the Rock Foundation for 
Science and Religion” -(published by Mr. Gridley at 
Parsons, Kansas). And now the author of that book 


. and another to give directly to evangelization. 
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has a word to say to readers of The Sunday School 
Times, not on Evolution but on the efforts of de- 
structive critics of the Bible to place the date of the 
writing of the book of Daniel so late that its super- 
natural character would be invalidated and Daniel 
himself could not have been its author. Mr. Grid- 
ley’s interesting letter follows: 


I am interested in your articles on Evolution, 
though from expérience I know that combatting 
the hallucination of organic evolution with logic is 
like fighting a fogbank with a club. 

Just now I wish to refer to Dr. Kyle’s article 
on “Daniel Again in the Den of Lions,” in The 
Sunday School Times of September 8. 

One circumstance in connection with that general 
subject has always been overlooked, and that is 
with reference to the date of the book. A recent 
writer speaks of it as the work of an unknown 
writer in the time of the Maccabees. Anent that 
I wish to quote a passage from my own book, “The 
First Chapter of Genesis as the Rock Foundation 
of Science and Religion,” page 144, as follows: 

“When Rawlinson in 1854 read the cuneiform 
inscription concerning Belshazzar, Daniel’s correct- 
ness as a historian was established. But that is 
only a part of the truth. Why.was it that Her- 
odotus on his visit to Babylon half a century after 
the traditional date of Daniel’s book failed to find 
any mention of Belshazzar? It is probably. be- 
cause the account recently found buried (in the 
ruins) in Ur of the Chaldees.was buried there be- 
fore his visit. His very ignorance of Belshazzar 
is evidence that the account had been written and 
lost before his visit.” 

If the book of Daniel had been written much 


later than the traditional date the author would - 


have been as ignorant of Belshazzar as Herodotus 
was. ’ 
Yours for the truth, 


° ALBERT Is. GRIDLEY. 


So the arcneologist has again embarrassed the 
critic. Archeology has a way of demolishing the de- 
structive findings of those who would destroy the 
supernatural character of the Bible. A “late” Daniel 
would not have known enough to write about any 
Belshazzar at all. To know about Belshazzar he had 
to. live and write as early as the Bible says he did, 
The Bible is always going to have the last word. For 
it is God’s ‘Word. 

“~ 


What Is the ,Neediest Cause ? 


Will you kindly inform me as to what you consider 
the most worthy and needy cause that one should con- 
tribute to? 

After one has given his portion to the home church, 
the home poor, the Red Cross, etc., and still desires to 
give further towards ‘‘God’s” work, do you not feel that 
perhaps the best ‘cause is one like the “Inland South 
America Missionary Union”? Does not Christ tell us that 
one of the most important of our duties is to give the 
Gospel throughout the world? The poor we have with 
us always, and after we have tended their needs, in the 
matter of food and clothing, is it not much more impor- 
tant to attend to the enlightenment of still poorer peo- 
ple, those who have never heard of God? 

A great many people sometimes refrain from giving, 
for fear their gift may not be applied to the best cause, 
and thus bear no fruit. So kindly tell me what you con- 
sider the best cause, in God’s sight—A Pennsylvania 
Reader. 


The best cause, in God’s sight, for any one to give 
to is the cause which God tells that one to give to. 
God does not want us to try to find out his views as 
to what he, in his omniscience, may count the neediest 
cause in the whole world; but he does want us to 
seek to know his will for us, that we may do that 
which he is seeking to lay upon us.as our duty. For 
his own reasons God might wish one Christian to give 
to the meeting of certain physical and temporal | gow 

Ss we 
lay aside our own wills and ideas, and in complete 
surrender and quiet faith ask God to show us his 
will, and then study the question in the light of the 
Scriptures and of the circumstances bearing on the 
case, we can know God’s will; for he has promised 
this. 

At the same time, it is true that there are a hun- 
dred or a thousand persons ready to give to temporal 
needs, for orie person who is ready to give in making 
the Gospel known. Therefore, other things being 
equal, the claims of the Gospel,, and particularly of 
evangelization in non-Christian lands, rest upon us 
most heavily. The Inland South America Missionary 
Union, of which’'the Pennsylvania reader speaks, is 
one of the neediest causes known to The Sunday 
School Times. Its opportunity is tremendous, among 
the non-evangelized Indians of inland South America. 
It is a work of faith, for which God is opening mar- 
velous doors and which the Adversary is attacking 
viciously. Its Founder and Director is John Hay, 18 
Westhall Gardens, Edinburgh, Scotland. The Editor 
of The Sunday School Times has the privilege of 
being a member of its United States Council; and the 
General Secretary for the United States, to whom 
offerings may be sent, is the Rev. J. R. Schaffer, 4913 
Chancellor Street, Philadelphia. 
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LESSON FOR DEC. 2 (Neh. 4) 


When S, D. Gordon Surrendered His Life he found 
that all his plans for his life were gone. Yet he had 





been keen in Christian work as a leader for years.’ 


Now he had a new Plan-Maker. And he ‘found he 
had a new Bible, too; and a peace so new that he 
couldn’t put it into words. »He will never forget 
that night, and the next day. It started four new 
habits which have stayed in his life ever since. Per- 
haps they ought to be in your life. You can learn 
what they are, and have the whole rare story di- 
rectly from the author of “Quiet Talks.” 


Russia’s Revolution Cannot Equal the Explosions 
that have been going on in the Moslem. world since 
the Great War began. Did you know that the War 
has torn great shell-holes, as it were, in the mighty 
stronghold of Islam, through which Christian mis- 
sions can enter as never before since Mohammed was 
born? ‘ The President of Cairo University, Charles 
R. Watson, D.D., will tell the amazing story of the 
political thunderbolts that the War has hurled into 
the Mohammedan world of 200,000,000 souls. His 
article will launch a new and challenging series. 


Is It a Lump of Stone—the Heart of a Boy? 


“Sometimes I think it must be,” says Robert Cash- 
man, Business Manager of the International Sunday 
School Association; for “I have seen my little boy, 
two years old, pick up our cat by the tail and throw it 
across the room.” Then he goes on, in a study of 
“The Heart of a Boy,” to tell you what perhaps you 
have been waiting to know in order to make that 
boys’ class of yours a success. 


“And Who the Deuce is the Superman?” is a 


question Bernard Shaw puts on the lips of a dweller 
in the infernal regions. The brilliant British drama- 
tist and master of satire does not know—though he 
may think he does—the real meaning of the Super- 
man. Only Christians can know. A keen dissection 
and study of the Superman in fiction, in poetry, in 
history, and in modern life, exposing his true and 
startling identity as revealed in God’s Word, will be 
given in several articles by the Times’ former Asso- 
ciate Editor, Robert C. McQuilkin. 


Are Our Universities Pagan ?—If the word “pagan” 


seems harsh and pessimistic, suspend judgment until 
after reading a recent university graduate’s experi- 
ences. He has attended one of the best typical insti- 
tutions of our land, which like many others has its 
flourishing Christian Association, its Settlement 
work, even its foreign missionary activities in a 
heathen land. But one of its leading professors 
without apology or regret admits that it is pagan. 
The graduate will tell of his own experiences in the 
class rooms. Then he will discuss what Christian 
parents can do about their children’s education. 


Did Peter Dictate the Gospel of Mark?—The very 


question is surprising, but it is a reverent one, and 
it is touched upon by Professor Dr. W. H. Griffith 
Thomas, formerly of Oxford, England, now of 
Toronto, Canada, in a wonderfully helpful article on 
“Mastering the Gospel of Mark.” This Gospel is 
the subject of the first six months’ International Uni- 
form Lessons in 1918; and Dr. Griffith Thomas’ arti- 
cle is the first in a rich series of ‘Sidelights on the 
Lessons, by able writers, full announcement of which 
will be made later. 


When the Engineer Prayed with the Train Robber 


he was only giving the desperado a chance to know 
the Christ whose joy was flooding his own life. It is 
one of the big episodes in the actual experiences of a 
Christian railway engineer in the South. A series of 
them, stranger than fiction, will be told during 1918 
by the engineer’s personal friend, Howard A. Banks, 
Associate Editor of The Sunday School Times. 


How Many Sunday-school Teachers Are Saved ?— 


That seems a strange question to ask. But a young 
business man, on fire with evangelism, asked twenty- 
five teachers, individually, in a city Sunday-school 
whether they were saved, and twenty-three of the 
twenty-five did not- know. This is one of the rea- 
sons why the continent-wide investigation of evan- 
gelism in the Sunday-school, now: being conducted 
by The Sunday School Times, is needed. 


Does Spiritualism Bring Back Our Dead for con- 
versations and that loving intercourse which aching 


hearts ‘crave? _ Many believe so. Spiritualism is hav- 
ing a world-wide revival: and it is going to increase. 
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One popular American magazine has been_publishing 
fascinati articles on Spiritualism; Sir Oliver 
Lodge and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle tell of their con- 
Version to it; Booth Tarkington takes the skeptical 
sharply to task; a clubwoman tells of her own mys- 
terious powers in opening a little “the Shining Gate.” 
What does it all mean to the Christian? The Editor 
of The Sunday School Times will frankly discuss this. 


The Prophecy in This Lesson will be explained 
every week by the loved and honored Dr. C. I. 
Scofield, whose “Scofield Reference Bible” has gone 
round the world in blessing. This means that an- 
other working tool is added to the ten sharp ones 
already found in The Sunday School Times tool- 
chest of every-week lesson-helps. And remember, 
the Improved Uniform Lessons to be treated in The 
Sunday Schooi Times offer such an opportunity. for 
thorough and delightful Bible study as the Sunday- 
schools have never had beforé. A pamphlet describ- 
ing them fully will be mailed free by the Times. 





Are You Having Victory To-day ?—If you are not, 
perhaps the message that will fairly Jeap in gladness 
out from a page of The Sunday School Times into 
your heart, every week during the new year, will en- 
able you then to answer, “Yes, praise God,‘I am!” 
In just a few lines of type each time, this new 
feature will open up the very riches of the Good News. 


Sixty Miles an Hour Toward $100,000 he was 
going, and he was only thirty-one years-old. He had 
intended to stop at $50,000, but he couldn’t. Then 
the $100,000 mark was left far behind, and he was 
getting on into the really rich men’s class. But 
his brother was praying for him. And so was an- 
other man. Just two years ago a little book pur- 
portigg to tell about “A Christian’s Secret of a 
Happy Life” was put into the rich money-maker’s 
hands—and now he’s got a story to tell. 


Can You Think Through the Bible book by book, 


and give a swift sentence-statement of the message 
of each book? Would you like to learn how, at the 
rate of a book a week? A veteran Bible student of 
extraordinary experience, John Weaver Weddell, 
D.D., friend and co-worker of D. L. Moody, is going 
to place the riches of his forty years of personal 
Bible study at your disposal. 

Beginning with Genesis, Dr. Weddell will show 
you each week how to master a new book of the 
Bible, by giving the heart of its message in incredibly 
brief space—half a column of this type. It opens up 
fascinating possibilities to any one who is in earnest. 











The Jew is an Unpardonable Crime in the eyes of 
the “Anti-Semite,” or Jew-hater. But are not most 
people haters of the Jews? “Before the Jewish child 
can lisp it is already surrounded by hatred and 





scorn, We are despised as the lowest worms,” said 
Max Nordau. Why? Why does the world hate the 
Jew? An answer that goes to the very heart of 


present world-politics will be given in a luminous 
article by one of the greatest Christian Jews living, 
David Baron, of London. This is one of the great 
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series. on the Jews that the Times has been running 
and will go on with in 1918. The series cannot be 
ignored by any one who would intelligently read the 
newspaper to-day—and the Bible, 


Were There Magicians in Egypt?—Critical Bible 


scholars used to say that many things in the Bible 
were not so because secular history gave no evidence 
of them. A distinguished Egyptian scholar formerly 
found no reason for believing that there was a 
special class of magicians in Egypt, though the book 
of Exodus says so. He now comes forward with 
evidence to prove that there certainly were pro- 
fessional magicians there; and it even appears, from 
a word of about the time of Moses, that the king 
had a special “magician” in his service! .This is one 
of the fascinating results of archeology;. Professor 
Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., the Times’ Archeological 
Editor, will tell about it in a valuable article. If you 
want to keep posted on what archeology is digging up 
and deciphering in corroboration of the Bible, you 
simply must follow Dr. Kyle’s ‘department. 


Victory Seemed a Hopeless Quest for Her, because 


she had surrendered everything; and poured out her 
heart in hungering prayer; but she was: still baffled, 
unsatisfied, She wrote to a friend for help.. An an- 
swer came. ” sen she wrote back: “You have diag- 
nosed the case and shown me the trouble in this line 
of your letter ——.” What was the secret? The 
correspondence will be published, showing just what 
was said and what resulted. It is an actual “soul 
document” in a vital series of letters from hunger- 
ing, defeated Christians who were later victorious, 








Some Day a White Brother Should Come across 


the sea bringing back the Tribe’s lost Book. . This 
was for untellably long years the tradition of the 
Karens, a hill tribe of Burma. But before the Book 
came, white-clad foreigners with iron ropes on iron 
poles should appear. How this traditional hope was 
fulfilled will make an amazing story in the Mission- 
ary Watch Tower in The Sunday School Times. 
This is the department, conducted by Howard A. 
Banks, which keeps you posted on really big things 
in the evangelization of the world. 





Even Mrs. Goforth Found a New Victory,—and it 


was only last year,—when she came face to face with 
the meaning of “the life that is Christ” and then 
cried out for God’s meeting of her whole need. 
Rosalind Goforth is the missionary to China whose 
story of the marvelous “Adventures in the Promised 
Land of Prayer” that she and her husband have had 
so thrilled and challenged Times readers a few 
months ago. She will tell now of her personal and 
all-new experience of the Victorious Life. 





An Autombile Trip to the North Pole was the plan 


a Colorado Sunday-school adopted to bring up its 
attendance. _ The account of how this was done is 
one of the live “method” articles in‘store. 


“Something Seemed to Have Gone Out of Him,” 


—he was raised up on to a chair, limp and pale and 
trembling. Just a moment before he had flung him- 
self, uttering fiendish cries, on the floor. They had 
prayed over him, and whenever the name “Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth” was used the man became 
strangely agitated. But now he was quiet, and healed. 
It was the casting out of a demon in the name of 
Jesus, which Dr, Jonathan Goforth witnessed in 
China. He tells of it in a series of articles describing 
the revival power of the Holy Spirit; and the events 
are as stupendous as the same things recorded in the 
Books of Acts. 


Her Hat Was Not Yet Paid For, so she suggested 


that the Missionary and Ladies’ Aid Societies, of 
which she was a member, should pay the bill for her. 
The story of what led up to this, and what followed, 
is one of the most unusual tales ever published in a 
religious paper. And it may solve the financial 
problems of your church and Sunday-school. 


How Really to “Do the Thing’ in Sunday-school 


is the only question that holds your interest as a prac- 
tical superintendent or teacher. That is why The 
Sunday School Times rejects thousands of manu- 
scripts,—they wouldn’t help you. But it singles out 
the “real ones”; and plans are now making -for the 
most vital and practical “Ways.of-Working’’. broad- 
sides on Sunday-school efficiency ‘that this paper has 
ever. published. 
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The Boy at the Jackal’s Well 


And the crimson-clad Pasha at the broken city wall 


By Frederick Hall 





had tramped across the fields to the hut of 

Hakkoz. Hakkoz kept sheep, and, even when 
there was no work to be had, Keros could usuall 
count upon a glass of milk, or a piece of dry, blac 
bread; but to-day the hut was deserted, and, though 
he searched the hills, he could not catch a glimpse of 
even one of the sheep. Perhaps some of the robbers 
had caught Hakkoz at last or, more likely, he had 
hidden himself and his flock in one of the almost in- 
accessible fastnesses he knew. Hakkoz was clever. 

Through the increasing heat Keros tramped back 
across the Plain of the Giants, across the Valley of 
Hinnom and, through the nearest breach of the 
ruined wall, entered the city. The inn was a good 
place to pick up errands or scraps of food, but to- 
day no one needed a boy, and a woman who was 
cooking ordered him off. ‘ 

He heard two camel drivers talking about a rich 
and generous traveler who had arrived from the 
East a couple of days before, but Keros did not see 
him, and the story of yesterday’s beneficences was 
not nourishing. If bad luck continued he might try 
to find him to-morrow, though as a rule Keros had 
small liking for foreigners. 

In a narrow squalid street, near where had once 
stood the palace of the Great Solomon, now all in 
ruins, a litfle girl offered him a sticky, half-eaten fig. 
He hesitated, but plainly she was giving it less to 
please him than because she herself did not want it; 
wherefore he took it gratefully and made it last as 
long as he could. In the marketplace a man gave him 
a withered onion, and that was all he had from sun- 
rise to sunset. Not a wholly unaccustomed experi- 
ence; only yesterday, too, he had fasted, and so, as 
he trarffped back through the now darkening streets, 
Keros was hungry as well as tired. 

“And I didn’t have to be hungry,” he reflected, 
“there was plenty of chance to snatch onions—figs— 
dates—all sorts of things, while those fat merchants 
were quarrelling with the women. But,” and he 
tightened the loin cloth which was his only garment, 
“ “thy people shall also be all righteous.’ ” 

It was a line from one of the wonderful songs that 
Nekoda had taught him, and more than once it had 
kept him out of mischief. 

HE dusk was falling as he, dropped through an- 

other breach in the wall into the Valley of Hinnom 
and sought the dark, slimy pool called the Jackal’s 
Well, Once there he searched the whole horizon 
carefully before he ducked into a thicket of nettles, 
and traversed on hands and knees a dark tunnel that in 
a moment expanded into a vaulted chamber, perhaps 
natural, more probably artificial, but an ideal refuge 
and hiding-place. Then he rose and, with folded arms 
and closed eyes, prayed as Nekoda had taught him: 
first in thanksgiving for the bounty of Jehovah; then 
for the people and the poor, desolated city; last for 
himself, that he might be righteous, fit to do his share 
toward the bringing of the Great Day of Jehovah. 

Just before he dropped asleep, he felt the cold nose 
of Kos against his face and reached out to pat the 
dog. Kos, too, was a prowling pariah, but he had 
his good points, and the love between doy and dog 
meant much and was a credit to both. 


Even to-day there are people in the world who be- 
lieve that happiness is a matter of food and clothing, 
health and pleasant surroundings, friends and suc- 
cess. But also there have always been in the 
world wise people, and one such was Keros, who 
know the highest joy hangs on none of these things. 

Two years before Keros had lived with his father, 
a sheep-herder, like Hakkoz. Then one night the 
slave raiders came, father and mother had been killed, 
a dozen captives had been flung on the backs of 
camels, and all the next day they had been in wild, 
circuitous flight through the hills. In sight of the 
city a sudden lurch of his camel had flung him to 
the ground, breaking his leg in the fall, and there by 
the roadside they left him. 

All through the cool of the night and the tortur- 
ing heat of the day, he lay groaning with pain, con- 
sumed with thirst. Down in the desolate valley he 
caught the glimmer of the Jackal’s Well, and his 
heart yearned for its slimy waters, but when he had 
dragged himself half-way to it he saw two jackals 
sitting beside it, and hid in terror of what they might 
do to him when he should be weaker stiil. 

Later he must have completely lost consciousness, 
for the next he remembered it was day once more 
and he lay upon a bed of leaves beneath a grateful 
shade, his broken leg bound up, his thirst no longer 
a fire within him, and a bearded man, with deep, 
kindly eyes, was bathing his face. 

That day began for Kéros a new life, so different 


L ITTLE Keros was tired. Early that morning he 


from the old one and in the truest sense so much 
better, that though he was beggared and homeless he 
ome to thank Jehovah daily for the breaking of 
is leg. 

As tenderly as his mother would have done, Nekoda 
nursed him back to soundness. It was he who found 
the cavern in the hillside, screened by the thicket of 
nettles and, somewhere, Keros never understood how, 
Nekoda found milk, and bread, and fruit, until the 
day when the lad could run once more along the 
hillside as he had never thought to do again. 

But that was not the best, Little by little, as they 
sat together in the shade at noonday, or walked about 
seeking food, or talked in the cavern before they fell 
asleep, Keros caught from Nekoda the hope which 
grew at last to Nekoda’s own confident certainty that, 
the end of their people’s greatness was not come, that 
this disorder and lawlessness was but a time of test- 
ing, and that, as surely as the morrow’s sunrise, the 
Day of Jehovah would come, and in its coming real- 
ize the hopes so long deferred, of seers and sages. 


OM Nekoda’s lips Keros learned the songs of the 

Redeemed Zion, which told the story of the city that 
was to be and of Him who should bring it all to 
pass, One whose name should be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father 
and the Prince of Peace. Daily they talked of Him, 
when He would come, and what He would do to the 
city and to the nations. Keros even knew, or thought 
he knew, what He would look like. . “ ‘With. crimsoned 
garments from Bozrah,’” he quoted, “ ‘glorious in 
his apparel, marching in the greatness of his 
strength.” But Nekoda dwelt chiefly upon the 
changes that must first come,.the preparation of 
heart and life. “‘“Thy people shall also be. all 
righteous,’” was his favorite quotation. 

When Keros was fully restored, Nekoda went 
away. He must tell others, he explained, about the 
coming of the Anointed One; Keros, too, must help 
to spread the glad tidings, and faithfully Keros had 
done so. When no one else was at hand to listen, he 
told the story again and again to Kos. The wonder- 
ful songs he repeated too, as he tramped the hill- 
sides, in the swing of their majestic rhythms he 
could almost forget that he was hungry and foot- 
sore; and when the squalor and ruin of the actual 
city oppressed him he had but to look away to the 
piled up, resplendent clouds of sunset to see among 
them the towers and battlements of the new city 
that was to be, when the Coming King should build 
up the desolation of many generations. ~ 


How long he had been sleeping he did not know, 
but he was wakened by a low growl from Kos. 

“Only a jackal,” was his first thought and he 
stroked the dog’s rough coat. But Kos refused to be 
quieted and, after a moment’s hesitation, Keros rose 
and crawled after him out of the cavern. 

The moon had risen and its light flooded the deso- 
late valley and transfused the kindly, concealing 
shroud of mist that overlay the ruin and nakedness 
of the city. There was a jackal yelping, but plainly 
that did not interest Kos. To the left, down the 
steep hillside, glowed a great heap of rubbish that 
had been smouldering all day and now had been 
fanned into new life by some vagrant night wind; but 
near it nothing stirred save the drift ot acrid smoke. 
Just below him at the Jackal’s Well all was silent. 
Far to the right, however, something was moving 
and, flat on his stomach, Keros wriggled to the edge 
of the thicket and lay watching, while Kos crouched 
obedient beside him. 


te were three men, come apparently from 
the Valley Gate, two on foot and one mounted. 
“Robbers !” was his first thought. Such were com- 
mon enough, and more than once Keros’ warning 
had enabled some countryman to save himself. Still 
it was strange that they should be coming from the 


city rather than going toward it and, as they drew. 


nearer, he realized that they could hardly be robbers, 
at least of the ordinary sort. They were too well 
armed and too well dressed. In their apparel there 
was something indefinably foreign too, though the 
faces, as nearly as the moonlight revealed them, 
seemed to be those of men of his own race. Di- 
rectly beneath him they passed, indeed the horse 
sniffed at the water of the Jackal’s Well, but de- 
clined to drink it. Then they went on in the direc- 


tion of the ruined Fountain Gate; and Keros, his 
curiosity now thoroughly roused, followed along the 
hillside, crawling as much in the shadow as possible, 
yet approaching as near as he could without danger 
of discovery. 

The way grew more and more difficult as they 
advanced, for they were drawing in toward the city 


wall and all about them lay masses of tumbled 
masonry. One of the men led the horse, but twice 
it slipped and regained its footing with difficulty. At 
length the rider dismounted and, leaving one man in 
charge of the animal, went on afoot with the other, 
while Keros dogged their steps, gliding from rock to 
rock, as if playing a game of hide and seek. 


UST beyond the King’s Pool they stopped and 

there was a whispered conversation, so low that 

Keros could not catch a word. They too evidently 
desired to escape observation. Above them towered 
a projecting angle of the old wall. The man who 
had ridden drew from inside his gray cloak a silken 
cord, knotted at regular intervals, and handed one 
end to his attendant, Together they plowed their - 
way through the weeds to the foot of the wall and 
made a careful measurement. A new _ suspicion 
flashed through the mind of Keros, and from his loin 
cloth he drew his. ever-ready sling, and from the 
ag snatched up three smooth, round pebbles. 

ay after day, even while he and Nekoda were 
dreaming of the = that must be regenerated, against 
the coming of the Great King, he had seen men come 
by night or even in full day to peck at the bones of 
the dead walls, that had once been the city’s crown 
and safety, and tumble down huge: fragments of it 
that they might drag away such bits as they could 
use in making sheepcotes, or fences, or robber 
strongholds. Here doubtless was some chieftain se- 
lecting by night the plunder best suited to his pur- 
pose, and Keros thought how: gladly would he see 
him flung from one of the battlements. 

As they turned back from the wall, a stone rolled 
beneath the attendant’s foot and, with a groan, he 
sank to the ground. When he struggled to his feet, 
it was evident that he had turned his ankle and every 
step hurt him.,- His master helped: to bind up the 
ankle, then with a whispered word he turned alone 
up the dry bed of a brook that skirted the wall to 
the left.. Clutching his sling tighter and with a 
warning whisper to Kos; Keros followed. “For a 
quarter of a mile, over boulders and falleri masonry, 
through tangles of briers and occasional puddles’ of 
mud, the boy followed the man, once coming so close 
that he could have touched him. The glimmer of a 
jewel upon his finger caught his eye, but never as it 
happened did he get a clear sight of the face. 


Wan the stream turned away from the city wall, 
the man left its bed. His pace, considering the 
nature of the footing, had been rapid, and Keros, un- 
able for the moment to follow for fear of being 
seen, dropped down breathless and panting. As the 
man disappeared through a breach in the wall, he rose 
and once more followed. 

At first he thought he had lost him, but no—the 
man was climbing the side of the breach, to come out 
upon the top, and the sharp eyes of the boy instantly 
spied out another way. On the inner side of the wall 
grew a‘tall sycamore tree, and lightly he swung him- 
self into its branches, When the man came out upon 
the top, Keros, hidden by the foliage, was on a level 
with him and not a dozen feet away. 

From within his gray cloak the man drew another 
silken cord, with a plummet of some shining metal 
attached. Then, at the edge of the wall, he knelt 
and lowered it. It was the moment for Keros. His 
bare feet making no sound, he dropped to the wall. 
One sudden push and this danger of new desecra- 
tion to the poor, stricken city would be past. But 
something stayed him. In his own mind he had 
fully decided upon the man’s evil purpose; it needed 
but this push—yet he was powerless, and, while he 
hesitated, the man rose and turned toward him, the 
gray cloak slipped from his shoulders and he stood 
forth clad in crimsoned garments, like one who had 
trodden a winepress. 

The man was the first to recover from their mutual 
surprise and laid his hand kindly upon the shoulder 
of the trembling boy. 

“What is it, child?” he asked. 

So great had been the reaction that Keros’ tongue 
almost refused its office, and he trembled. 

“Art thou——” he stammered. “Art thou he who 
should come?” , 

“How mean you?” and Keros could not decide 
which was more wonderful, the modulated voice or 
the radiant, shining face. 

He had no words of his own in which to answer, 
but in his ears were pounding the great surges of 
the Redemption Song, and he poured them forth as 
they came, jumbled and tossed together by his 
€cstatic upheaval of soul. 

**Arise! Shine for thy light is come, 

And the glory of Jehovah is risen upon thee. ... 
Nations shall come to thy light, 
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, 1917. LESSON FOR DEC. 2 (Neh. 4) 


_And the kings to the brightness of thy rising.... 
Strangers shall build thy walls, 

And their kings shall minister unto thee... . 

City of the Lord! ‘ 
Zion of the Holy One of Israel... . 
Thy people shall also be all righteous.’ ” 
He paused, while the man, who had at first started, 
at * unlooked for trumpet blast, listened now as 
to the murmur of far-off music. ot 

“tAnd his name,’” Keros n swayin to the 
beat of the lines, “ ‘shall be called Wonderful—— 

“ ‘Counsellor,’ ” whispered the man. 

“‘The Mighty God.’” na " 

“‘The Everlasting Father. 

They were answering each other like the great 
choruses in the days of the old temple. 

“et the Prince of Peace.’” 

Timidly Keros reached out his fingers and touched 
the silk brocade. : 

“‘With trimsoned garments, from Bozrah, glori- 
ots in his apparel.’ Art thou He?” he repeated. 

Softly the jeweled hand descended and stroked 
Keros’ matted hair and sunbrowned cheek. ” 

“Nay, child,” answered the gentle voice, “I am not 
He, but I also wait for Him, and am come to pre- 
pare the way before Him.” 

Talking softly together, boy and man descended 
the-dry bed of the stream. Just before they reached 
the waiting servant, the man stopped and pointed. 

“There where we stood—do you see?” he asked. 

“Yes, pasha,” answered Keros. 

“That is still sound. It would need only to be 


aS 


built higher and strengthened a little: but yonder— | 


that must all come down.” 

In a great chamber of what had once been a pal- 
ace, dismantled now but hastily set to rights, Keros 
sat up and rubbed his eyes. The strangeness of the 
place, the amazing secopery that he was not hungry, 
and hardly less amazing discovery that it was late 
afternoon, all flashed upon him at once. Then Kos 
licked his nose and he remembered, 

A moment later a servant entered with food for 
con) also for Kos, and they both ate. The pasha en- 
tered. 

“How does my page?” he demanded, and the tone 


thrilled Keros as it had done the night before. He 
sprang to his feet and ran toward him. 
“T have just been thinking,” he burst out. . “I bet- 


ter not be your page.” 

“No?” answered the pasha. 

“Not at first. I'd like to be it sometime, but you 
see——” The pasha was new to the region and it 
was best to put the matter plainly. “You see, this 
isn’t going to be all easy, even for you. These men 
that steal the stones, that I told you about, and the 
others that prowl around the city at night, and those 
inside that tell them where to come—all of them will 
be against us and do everything they can to hinder. 
I couldn’t help much if I was your page inside here, 
but out at the Jackal’s Well I could keep watch 
There are lots of things a person can see and find 
out from there, and then I can come and tell you. 
Let me stay at the Well till we get this wall built.” 

The pasha smiled. He was new come from his 
first conference with the priests and rulers, and he 
already foresaw that all his plans were not destined 
to be carried through with perfect smoothness. 

“You may be right,” he answered, “but——” He 
hesitated. “It is—and most of all for a child—an 
unclean and fearsome place.” 

“Oh, don’t you worry about that. 
and, besides, I shall have Kos.” 

He sat for a moment silent. Then into his eyes 
there came a. light like that’ which the pasha had 
seen when on the ruined wall he had chanted in the 
moonlight the snatches of the Redemption Song. 

“Isn’t it wonderful! Isn’t it great!” he exclaimed. 
“That we can do this for Him? I was just think- 
ing—maybe if we hurry and get this wall built, just 
as quick as we can and just as well as we can, maybe 
he’|l come a little sooner on that account.” 

Dunpee, IL. 

An ideal Christmas gift is Mr. Hall's book, “A Voice in the 

Night.” It is full of Bible stories, drawn from both the Old 

and New Testaments, that are just as good as this story. It 


may be had from The Sunday School Times Company for 75 
cents, postpaid. 


Getting Testaments to the Soldiers 


HERE is more than‘one opportunity for Chris- 

tian people to use their money, as God has pros- 
pered them, in sending the living Word of God to 
the soldiers and sailors of the American forces. In 
addition to the blessed work of The Pocket Testa- 
ment League, which gives Testaments only when 
the men themselves “sign up” in expression of their 
purpose to carry the Testament with them and read 
it daily, and of the Scripture Gift Mission which 
aims to give a free Gospel only through existing 
agencies of distribution, the New York Bible Society 
is pushing a vigorous campaign. That Society has 
done a striking thing in securing from leading states- 
men of America brief letters in expression of their 
views of the soldiers’ need of the Bible; a leaflet con- 
taining these letters with reproduced autographs of 
the writers may be had free of charge from the New 





I’m used to it 
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York Bible Society, Astor Place, New York. Its 
General Secretary, George William Carter, writes to 
The Sunday School Times: 


We are in the midst of a vigorous campaign to fur- 
nish Testaments to the men of our Army and Navy. 
We want to provide 100,000 copies just as quickly as 
possible and then more as needed. We are in great 
need of funds in order to meet the great needs imme- 
diately. 

Will you be kind enough to commend this to your 
readers and ask them to send gifts to the New York 


- of God which He has pledged us s 
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Bible Society. Every dollar contributed will be ex- 
pended for the Scriptures 

The Message to the Troops and the testimonials from 
twenty-one of our leading statesmen were all given in 
response to my personal request. 

Thank you for “any kind word that you will say in 
our behalf. 


There is no investment one can make to-day that 
guarantees so rich a return as sending out the Word 
li not return 
unto him void. 





When Archeology 


Turns Hair-Dresser 


It shows the sweet reasonableness both of fashions at Corinth and of Paul’s word to the women 
By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 





if a man have long hair, it is a shame unto 

him? But if a woman have long hair, it is 
a glory to her: for her hair is given her for a cover- 
ing. But if any man seem to be contentious, we have 
no such custom, neither the churches of God” (1 Cor. 
11: 14-16). None but fanatical literalists have ever 
supposed that Paul meant to make long hair for 
women a Christian tenet, but only that he meant to 
teach that Christianity was not to meddle itself with 
innocent customs in such matters as hair-dressing, 
nor make itself ridiculous or tyrannical by arbi- 
trarily disregarding innocent customs of the people. 

Still it would be interesting to know what was the 
fashion in hair-dressing among Corinthian women in 
Paul’s day. Though it be not a matter of vital im- 
portance, it is yet of pleasant curiosity, and some- 
times such curious questions turn out to be of greater 
interest than had been supposed. 

The recent discovery of a marble head of a young 
woman of Corinth gives delightful illustration of the 
“sweet reasonableness” of the fashion and of the 
equally “sweet reasonableness” of the stern Apostle 
to the Gentiles, who has been berated by some modern 
feminists as a woman-hating old bachelor. When 
we look upon the comely, modest, soft lines of the 
coiffure of this young Corinthian woman, methinks 
that not even a modern feminist could have further 
objection to Paul’s injunction to the Christian women 
of Corinth that they follow the fashion and do not 
make freaks of themselves, or bring Christianity 
into contempt by flying in the face of such good taste. 
The marble that has been found is probably from 
the first half of the second century and, in an age 
of slow changes, may fairly be said to represent the 
customs of Paul’s day. The simplicity and quiet 
dignity of this young woman’s coiffure would have 
delighted the heart of the Puritans. 

E. H. Swift, American Journal of Archzology, 1916, pp. 
350-355. 
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What the Little Tomb Figures Teach Us 


HAVE been reading a long article on the historical 

development of the ushabti, those little imitations 
of the human form found in such numbers in 
Egyptian tombs near the end of the Middle Empire 
and early in the New Empire. The study itself does 
not have much that is directly of interest to Bible 
students, but the principal point in the conclusions 
drawn by the distinguished author, Professor Petrie, 
which is fully sustained by the evidence adduced, is 
of vital interest not only in Bible study, but in all 
the scientific work of investigation in this age. His 
conclusion from the history of these little figures, 
history that is confirmed by every land and every 
known period, is “that excellence and invention are 
individual, that it is the single great impulse that 
lifts a people, and after that, imitation is the only 
resource of later generations.” This conclusion he 
makes concerning the development of art, but as the 
tracing of a segment.of a circle gives us knowledge 
of the whole circle, so discovery of a segment of a 
great natural law makes known the full sweep of the 
whole law. 

Organization does not advance the world, and “the 
kingdom of heaven cometh not by observation.” 
Organization simply correlates mediocre effort. The 
effort itself, the effort that really advances the world, 
is individual. Genius is always lonely. “Blackbirds 
go in flocks, the conder flies alone.” “There came a 
man,” is the formula of Redemption, of civilization, 
yes, of all human progress, The evolution of human 
society and of religion in the world is not by orderly, 
logital, clearly distinguishabie gradations, as a beau- 
tiful philosophy. Nature is not a philosophy, and 
human experience is not a philosophy. Advance in 
human experience is by individual initiative, not by 
inherent racial impulses; by the mandate of a will, 
not by impersonal natural selection. 

Since all advance of human nature is by individual 
initiative, what.are we to expect of the lower orders 
of nature? Does anybody, in sober sense, think that 
nature that is lower than human nature can yet do 


“Tite not even nature itself teach you, that, 





more than human nature can do? Is there any logi- 
cal position possible other than that nature that is 
lower than human nature progresses also by personal 
initiative of some one? What then becomes of that 
theory of evolution that assumes evolution itself to 
be a sufficient explanation of anything anywhere? 
Genius that advances things is not a “sport,” a chance 
variation, but a continuous, consistent, and dominat- 
ing personal influence. 
Professor Petrie, Ancient Egypt, Part IV, 1916, p. 162. 


Is It a Survival of Ancient Superstition ? 


Y should we be surprised if primitive re- 
ligious notions and practises linger long among 
many Oriental peoples, since primitive superstitions, 
such as the “Friday” and “13” superstitions survive 
among ourselves? 

“Survivals of Primitive Religion in Palestine” was 
the subject of a recent most interesting lecture by 
Professor Paton, of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
before the Pennsylvania section of the Archeological 
Institute of America. In delightful description and 
in ‘pictured illustration, Professor Paton showed 
many of the modern tombs that mark ancient holy 
sites in Palestine, holy trees that are spared because 
of the inheritance of sanctity from some ancient 
shrines, and present-day places of sacrifice at the 
High Places of the ancient Canaanites. Orthodox 
Mohammedans strenuously deny that Mohammedans 
offer sacrifice, or pay divine homage. to saints at 
holy places, but Professor Paton had actually been 
present at the sacrifice of a sheep to a Mohammedan 
saint, at an ancient holy place, in order to avert a 
plague of cholera which was prevailing in Syria. 

The conclusion the Professor reached after a care- 
ful survey of most of the holy places in Palestine 
and southern Syria (and by the cumulative power of 
the great mass of evidence he makes overwhelming 
the conviction which every scholar familiar with 
Palestinian life has long had), was that much of the 
early primitive religion of Palestine is still reflected 
in the practises of the peasants; just as Pére Dhorme 
has shown that much of the Canaanite language, the 
Amorite tongue, as it is found scribbled on the edge 
of the Tell-el-Amarna tablets, is still current among 
the unlettered farmer-people of the Holy Land. 

From a recent address by Professor Paton, Hartford Theo- 
logical Seminary. 
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Some Silly Drivel in the Western Texts 


N FOLLOWING the discoveries of E. S. Buchanan 

in the Western texts of the New Testament, I have 
intimated that there was a weak point in his argu- 
ment that otherwise seemed to promise so much. In 
addition to material which seemed very much in the 
interest of New Testament truth, there was, also, in 
some of these manuscripts, some things that seemed 
frivolous. If such material should be in any sense 
characteristic of these Western texts, it would greatly 
discredit the value of those codices for determining 
the true text of the New Testament. 

Unfortunately, the latest publication from these 
texts by Mr. Buchanan reveals material in the earliest 
of all the texts he has yet published, the Codex 
Huntingtonianus, which needs only to be seen to be 
fully appreciated in its damaging effect upon the 
value of this text as evidence. In the midst of that 
incomparable narrative of the Parable of the Prodi- 
gal Son by Luke, we have this: “I will return to the 
joy of the spirit and to the Father of spirits. And 
I will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before men, and am now not fit to be 
called thy son.” What a manifest intrusion of philo- 
sophic ideas about spirits into a simple narrative! In 
the beautiful table talk after washing the disciples’ 
feet, this is thrust: “They who keep the word of 
the Holy Spirit by the Saviour of spirits shall be 
partners cf the glory of the Father of spirits and 
of the Saviour of spirits, and the glory of the Son of 
God by the Saviour of spirits, who saveth the spirits 
of men from evil spirits by the word which by the 
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Saviour of spirits I have spoken unto the spirits of 
men.” 

And then we have this about Judas: “As soon then 
as he had received the sop, the Saviour of spirits 
left him. Therefore, when he was gone out, the 
Lord Jesus said, Now will I glorif e Saviour of 
spirits, and the Father of spirits and the Son of God. 
If I giorify the Father and glorify the Holy Spirit, 
I will show by the Holy Spirit to the spirits of men 
the glory of the spirits of the children of God.” 

Could the Christian sense tolerate this: “Let not 
your spirit be troubled: believe in the Holy Spirit. In 
the presence of the Father of spirits are many man- 
sions. I go unto the place of the glory of the Father 
of spirits and the glory of the Saviour of spirits and 
the glory of the Son of God. Again, I will come 
and receive your spirits unto Myself, that they may be 
partners of the glory of the Father of spirits and the 

lory of the Saviour of spirits and the glory of the 
son of God”? Or this: “If ye ask es of the 
Father by the Saviour of spirits, we wiil do it by the 
Saviour of spirits, that the Father of spirits may be 
gicsified and the Saviour of spirits glorified and the 
Son of God glorified”? 

If these passages are not enough to show the ex- 
tent of this infatuation, read the following: “The 
Lord Jesus answered: The spirits of men who by 
the Saviour of spirits keep the word of.the Saviour 
of spirits shall see by the Saviour of spirits the 
glory of the Father of spirits and the glory of the 
Saviour of spirits and the glory of the Son of God— 
glory which is eternal: and shall be partners of the 
glory of the spirits of the children of God.” “I am 
the Light of the spirits of men, that all the spirits 
of men might be saved from evil spirits by the word 
of the Saviour of spirits that by the Holy Spirit I 
have spoken unto the spirits of men to save the 
spirits of men from evil spirits, which hate the spirits 
of men,” 

What could exceed the absurdity of this: “I am 
the vineyard of spirits, and the Holy Spirit is the 
Saviour of spirits. Every sapling in me that beareth 
not fruit, the Father of spirits taketh away. And 
every spirit that beareth fruit, he will sanctify that 
it may bring forth the fruit of the Holy Spirit... . 
As the sapling cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it 
abide in the vineyard, no more can ye except ye 
abide in me”? 

In all respects except the intrusion of what seems 
little more than silly drivel about spirits, this text 
has all the simplicity and majesty that we are accus- 
tomed to find in Holy Scripture. These portions 
about spirits are as clearly extraneous matter as are 
hulls among rice or cockle among wheat, One can- 
not. but admire the courage and faithfulness of the 
Bibliotheca Sacra, which, having published things of 
such value from these Western manuscripts, is now 
willing to publish this also in the interest of truth. 

E. S. Buchanan, Bibliotheca Sacra, Jan., 1917, pp. 114-147. 
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What Can Archeology Learn from Early 
Cross Symbols ? 


HE appearance of the cross in unexpected places, 

particularly in the antiquities of Central and 
South America, is just now a very popular subject. 
Archeology knows no good reason why the -cross 
might not arise as a decorative feature anywhere in 
the world even where it has not come historically. 
Where the Christian cross has come, the ques- 
tion arises: Shall the appearance of Christianity be 
dated from the appearance of the cross? By no 
means. Christianity may have adopted or adapted 
a pre-existing cross. 

An interesting illustration of this has just appeared 
in a study of the Labarum and its history in the 
Christian Church. The whole article will well repay 
careful reading by any one interested in the history 
of the progress of Christian institutions and symbols, 
but not much of it can be reproduced here without 
the abundant. illustrations which accompany the 
original articles. Only one point will be noticed. 
When Christianity came to Egypt, it found more 
than one cross already in use in the hieroglyphic sys- 
tem. The symbol called “anch,” meaning “life,” not 
this present life, but a higher life to come, was at 
once adopted by the people as the symbol of the new 
religion, doubtless, also, being to many an acceptable 
link between the new and the old. It differed from 
the ordinary cross only by having a loop for the 
upper arm of the cross. 
ideas and new, inevitable among converts from 
heathenism, this cross had sometimes attached to this 
upper arm the “lock of Horus,” partly a supersti- 
tion and partly, perhaps, no more than a decoration. 
But the result bore a remarkable resemblance to the 
“P” -in the Labarum, so that in some instances it 
has done duty for this part of that early Christian 
symbol. Professor Petrie thinks that the Palenque 
cross of Central America may have come historically 
from the Christian Missions to China in the beginning 
of the seventh century, from which emigration by 
Behring Strait brought it to America. 

Professor Petrie, Ancient Egypt, 1916, Part III, pp. 97-109. 
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A great preacher says one of the best ways is 
to learn a Bible verse every day 





midst of the rough wild life of the West in 

earlier days, was about to die. There was no 
parson to bring a message of life and comfort to his 
deathbed. He asked his rude comrades, who, along 
with himself, had not had God in all their thoughts, 
to read from the Bible,—but nobody had a Bible. 

In this desperate situation, memory came to the 
rescue. The lips of the pale-faced man on the pil- 
low began to move, and the men of the prairies 
heard their dying friend repeating, as his eyes lit up 
with the joy of a newly-fixed faith, 

“None perish that him trust.” 

He had recalled in that hour of direst need a line 
from the metrical version of the Psalms that he had 
heard sung in his childhood. 

Some years ago in Washington City a Bible Con- 
ference was in session, and the aged former Secre- 
tary of Agriculture, Mr. Wilson, had been asked to 
introduce Dr. G. Campbell Morgan, of London, In 
the course of his introductory remarks, Mr. Wilson 
spoke of what it had meant to him in his youth to 
be taught to commit the Scriptures to memory. 
Then he repeated the quaint Scotch version of one 
of the familiar Psalms, to the delight not only of 
Dr. Morgan but of the great congregation. 

It pays to memorize the Word of God. 

The Bible Success Band, a wonderful movement 
which in a remarkable way has had the good hand 
of God upon it, has been built upon that fact. 

It was started ten years ago by Mrs. E. A. R. 
Davis, an American woman residing at the time in 
Birmingham, England. The aim of the Band is to 
learn by heart a verse of Scripture daily, and thus 
in the course of a year to store away entire chapters 
in the heart that become “an enduring possession,” 
a radiance “lighting up the entire life’; or as Vis- 
count James Bryce said in a message he sent to 
Band readers, “a delight through life.” 

The Bible Success Band issues. an annual booklet, 
and this year, with its exquisite illuminated covers 
and borders, and its specially contributed articles by 
famous Christian leaders, it is truly a work of art, 
making a beautiful ornament for the home, or present 
for a friend. But the chief value of the booklet 
lies in the list which it contains of glorious Psalms 
and chapters from God’s Word that are to be memo- 
rized during the coming year. 

Considering the blessings he has received from 
his committal to memory of the. Word of God in 
his youth, it is little wonder that so great a spiritual 
leader of our day as Dr, Handley Moule, Bishop of 
Durham, should seize the opportunity to endorse and 
utilize the Bible Success Band. 

One of the most inspiring of the messages con- 
tributed to the 1918 booklet is his: 

“I can never be thankful enough that, from very 
early days, I was taught and encouraged, wisely and 
lovingly, to learn verses and portions of the Bible 
by heart. As a little boy I used to ‘repeat my text’ 
to my dear mother, who herself, in the midst of a 
very busy life, as mother of seven sons and wife of 
an active and most earnest clergyman, wore out 
more than one cherished Bible by incessant ‘reading, 
marking, and inwardly digesting.’ Later, I would 
take her longer passages, which I had gradually com- 
mitted to memory; the first chapter of St. John 
was one. 

“Later again, in mid-boyhood, when my education 
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1918 IS “ THE BEST YET” 


Bishop Moule, Francis E. Clark, Marion 
Lawrance, David S. Caims, and A. C. 
Dixon are among those who have written 
for the eleventh anniversary booklet of 
the Bible Success Band. Read Mr. 
Davis, and send in your orders early for 
the booklet. It will make an ideal Christ- 
mas present for your children, your ‘Sun- 
day-school class, your friends. It costs 
12 cents for each copy if you order ten 
or more, or 15 cents for a single copy, 
and you can order from The Sunday 
School Times Company, Philadelphia. 














How to Make the Christian Life a Success 


By George T. B. Davis 





was moving on, a dearly-loved elder brother (after- 
wards for half a century missionary in China, and for 
his last twenty-six years missionary Bishop) set me to 
learn verses and passages of the New Testament in 


Greek. I ‘hid in my heart’ in this way the Philippians, | 


the Ephesians, and part of the Hebrews. In advanced 
life now, at nearly seventy-five, I still keep up the 


practise of learning by heart—thank God I may use | 
the phrase in the double sense, ‘by heart’ for memory, 


and ‘by heart’ for faith. Within the past few years 
I have thus ‘laid up’ (among other Scriptures) the 
119th Psalm, a great and precious treasure, and writ- 
ten throughout by one who loved every sentence of 
the Bible, as he had it then. 

“And how thankful I can bear witness to the pre- 
cious effect of this storing up of the Divine Book, bit 
by bit! Even mentally it cleanses and elevates 
thought. And spiritually, it is an ever-present edu- 
cator of the believing soul; it drops its sweet influ- 
ence into the whole inner world where the Lord 
vouchsafes to dwell. 

“God speed more and more the ‘Bible Success 
Band.’” 

Sunday-school leaders of to-day are strongly advo- 
cating a return to the good old-fashioned custom of 
learning the Bible by heart. “The 1918 booklet is 
the best yet” is the verdict of Charles G. Trumbull, 
Editor of The Sunday School Times. In a stirring 


~message in the 1918 booklet, Marion Lawrance says: 


“The best part of the Bible is the part you can call 
to mind when you need it most without the Book 
in hand. “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that 
I might not sin against thee.’ There is nothing 
that can bring such joy and comfort as to be able 
to take instant refuge in some of these great citadels 
of God which are found in His Word. The Book 
is not always handy by, but if the passages are writ- 
ten ‘in fleshy'tables of the heart’ and stored away in 
the memory, they are always close at hand. 

“God’s Word is a shield which, if rightly used, will 
quench all the arrows of the Evil One. It is: an 


armory where we may find weapons with which ‘to ' 


defend ourselves'in every battle of life. It is a city 
of refuge into which we may'run and find ‘safety and 
rest. It is a mountain-peak from which we: may 
look into Heaven. It is a crystal sea, reflecting the 
glory of God. It is a mirror in Which we may see 
ourselves as God sees us. How important, therefore, 
that we should store up its choice passages in our 
hearts, and always have them ready for use at the 
moment when they are needed. 

“How many of the soldiers who have been de- 
prived of their sight, and even of their hearing, can 
find strength and solace in repeating. the wonderful 
pm of life which they have stored away in other 

ays 

“It is doubtful if any feature of Bible study will 
bring more comfort in one’s declining years than that 
which enables one to recall at commafid the sweet 
portions of the Book. We do not memorize it 
enough. It has always been true, and probably al- 
ways will be true, that those who know the most of 
the Scriptures enjoy the most of God.” 

So important a part does the memorizing of Scrip- 
ture play in the building up of Christian character, 
that Dr. A. C, Dixon, pastor of Spurgeon’s Taber- 
nacle, London, in his message to the Band members 
in next year’s booklet, makes this striking statement: 
“I can think of nothing that will do more to make 
the Christian life a success.” 

Do you want your own Christian life to be most 
gloriously fruitful and successful? If so, will you 
not enlist at once in the Bible Success Band, and 
secure the joy and blessing that flow from daily mem- 
orizing the Word of God? 

A letter just received from a medical missionary 
in Korea, at present at home on furlough, says, “I 
have Sunday-school classes. I would like to get 
twenty-five copies of the booklet. I have been ac- 
quainted with the Bible Success Band for several 
years, and always secured a copy of the Calendar for 
each person who worked at the hospital, and urged 
them to use them. I am glad to sign the card [mem- 
bership card].” If you have charge of a Sunday- 


.school or teach a Sunday-school class, what better 


plan could you inaugurate for the year 1918 than the 
daily memorizing of the Bible according to this 
simple plan -which God is so graciously blessing 
throughout the world? 

The 1918 booklets are now ready, and with the 
illuminated covers and border, photographs of dis- 
tinguished contributors and the artistic letter press 
make an ideal gift for friends and Sunday-school 
scholars. Booklets may be secured at the rate of 
15 cents per copy, postpaid; or 10 or more, 12 cents 
each, postpaid, from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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s/f How Three Schools Had a White Gifts Christmas 


In one a prayer, in another singing, and in a third “ whiteness"’ were the predominant features 





How We Gave Self, Service, and 
Substance to Our King 

NQUALIFIED satisfaction was the result of 

the celebration by the Sunday-school of the 


First Methodist Episcopal Church of Dolge- 
ille, N. Y., of the “White Gifts for the King Ser- 


ice” in 1916. Thé decision was reached at a meet- 


x of the Sunday-school Board ,about the last of 
October to present the Christmas Pageant prepared 
by Jessie Brown Pounds. 

A committee to take charge of the matter was se- 
ected with the utmost care. The chairman was a 
ady with some leisure and much experience in pub- 
ic work, and one on whom we could absolutely de- 
pend. Six other persons were named after careful 


consideration, One of these, a school teacher with 


training in public speaking, undertook, with some 
assistance, to train the young people. 


Another as- 
sumed responsibility for the musical part of the pro- 


uestion of costumes was met in this manner: 
sansartal was purchased by the school, and the gen- 
eral chairman gathered a few of the ladies of the 
ongregation together one day and finished nearly all 
the work. The cross was made by one of our 
teachers. 4 

The service was held on Sunday evening, Christ- 
mas eve. ‘Though exercises had been held at a Com- 
munity Christmas Tree an hour earlier, yet nearly 
three hundred and fifty persons attended this service. 

The school has an enrolment of 240. The officers 
and teachers had entered sympathetically into the 
new plan. The pastor preached on December 10 on 
“New Ideas in the Observance of Christmas.” “The 
proposed plan was mentioned in the school each Sun- 
day during the month. Teachers talked it over with 
their classes. ; 

The circle of “Love’s Messengers” around “Pil- 
grim” captivated the people. 

A little girl, dressed in white, supported the cross 
used in the pageant, and which bore the words, 
“Self, Service, “Substance.” while “White Gifts for 
the King” were being presented. Nine made gifts of 
SELF, by intimating that they would that day “accept 
Jesus as King and Saviour.” About fifty renewed 
their consecration to Christ.’ Most of the scholars 
presented gifts of service. It was interesting to ob- 
serve that a large number promised to “read the 
Bible more regularly.” Practically all agreed to “at- 
tend Sunday-school promptly and regularly,” while a 

oodly proportion promised to come “with a prepared 
Gea every Sunday.” One volunteered to act as a 
helper in the Cradle Roll Department; and one con- 
sented to become a Home Department Visitor. Four 
expressed willingness either to take a class or else 
serve as a substitute. There were other useful re- 
sults. 

The cash offering, unless otherwise specified, was 
devoted to the fund for retired ministers: and the 
widows of ministers. Gifts of substance, therefore, 
ran as follows: For the fund for retired ministers, 

27; for coal and provision for one needy family, 

10.65; for articles of clothing, presented by a class 
of young women, for two young ladies, $10.50; for 
funds to help provide a Christmas dinner for five 
families, $5; otherwise distributed, $12. 

The gifts were brought to the altar of the church 
and laid upon a white cloth which had been spread 
for the purpose. When the gifts had all been pre- 
sented the pastor of the church offered a special 
prayer (which appears elsewhere -on this page).— 
William J. Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. 


When the Gifts Were Borne 
on a Tide of Song 


EN evergreen trees, two or them electrically 

lighted, and yards and yards of green garlands 
were so arranged as to give the suggestion of a 
forest. The scene was set in the auditorium of 
Memorial Baptist Church. The time was December 
19, 1915, when a White Gifts Christmas was being 
celebrated. The platform and surroundings were 
draped in white, while in the center a large white 
cross was placed. Hanging directly above it was an 
electric star’ shedding its radiance over the cross. 
And they were all environed by’ the forest. 

The general superintendent, assisted by the pastor, 
was in charge. After Scripture reading and prayer 
and appropriate music, the gifts were brought for- 
ward and laid at the foot of the cross. Two tiny 
toddlers, representing the Cradle Roll, carried a box 
containing an outfit for a new baby. As they laid it 








LE 








down they turned and were joined in song by sev- 
eral others. 

Then a Beginner came forward carrying an open 
Bible, followed by a group of little folks carrying 
in a white basket their love gift of money. 

The offering of the Primary Department was also 
one of money, brought in white envelopes. Six 
children were chosen to carry the gift forward. 
Upon reaching the platform one child asked, 


“What can Primary children do to-day. 
To praise our King on his birthday?” 


All replied: - 


“We'll strive our best to serve Him true, 

And do as He would have us do. 

We'll try this coming year to be faithful (holds 
up shield with the word Faithful on it), and 
serve him loyally ; 

To love each other as we ought (holds up card 
with “Love One Another” upon it), 

For that is what we have been taught. 

This gift of money with love we send 

To help some other little friend; 

We hope ’twill make a Christmas bright 

And happy, and a heart more light.” 


All then sang, “Lord, thou hast work for little 
hands.” 

One of the Junior teachers prepared an acrostic. 
The nine letters forming the words “White Gift” 
were carried by nine children who recited appropri- 
ate selections. 

While representatives of the Intermediate Depart- 
ment carried forward their gift the members of the 
department sang, “Take my life.” 

The Henson Memorial Men’s Bible Class had a 
large heart made of cardboard, and as their leader 
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A Christmas Prayer 
By William J. Hart, D.D. 


Thou, O God, art the great Giver; and thy greatest 
ift to the human family was made when thou didst give 

ine only Son for the salvation of the world. We thank 
thee, O Father, for the Christ whose birth we celebrate 
this happy Christmastide. 


The thought of thy great love for us constrains us to 
surrender our entire lives to 3 y we remember 
that we are thine, for thy Son has redeemed us from sin. 
Take, O God, this offering of self which we place on 
thine altars in the name of thy Son, our Saviour. 


Our powers of service we also gladly render to thee. 
Thou dost honor us when thou dost call us to be co-work- 
ers ree with thyself. Wherever we can serve thee 
best, there would we be found. To-day we wish to fol- 
low the leadings of thy Holy Spirit as we definitely 
ourselves to various forms of service for Jesus Christ. 
Make us increasingly useful in the service of our Lord. 


Our possessions, too, are thine. A\ll that we have in 
this life we hold as a sacred trust from thee. Therefore 
we make our offerings of substance at this Christmas sea- 
son most vege | in order that we may share our tem- 
poral blessings with the aged and the needy. May some 
other lives be made brighter because of the gifts we make 
in the name of our Lord and Master. 


Now, our Father, as we present to thee our hearts, our 
powers of mind and body, and a portion of our means, 
we pray that the entire offering may be acceptable in thy 
sight. May this Christmas be for us one of rejoicing be- 
cause of the presence of Jesus Christ im our lives. Amen. 




















and teacher held it the members of the class filed 
by, then gathered in a group singing, “Open ‘my 
eyes that I may see.” 

One class of young ladies from the Adult Depart- 
ment, dressed in white robes, came forward from 
either side, and approaching the cross knelt and 
sang, “O God of love! O light of light! Thou Prince 
of peace! Thou King of kings!” 

Every department in the school was represented. 
More than $200 was contributed, and also a box val- 
ued at $35 was packed and sent to a missionary. The 
afterglow proved the Bible statement, “It is more 
blessed to give, than to receive."—M. Elizabeth 
Barber, Philadelphia. 


When a Star Shone Over White Gifts 


E HAVE never had, in the North Avenue Pres- 

byterian Sunday-school of Atlanta, a more 
beautiful service than the White Gifts Christmas. 
The decorations were in white with a touch of 
green. All about the room placards were put on the 
walls with the words, Self, Service, Substance. 
Above the platform was a star, which burned dimly 
before the service opened, and as each department 
presented its gifts, shone brighter and brighter. (We 
used a rheostat in producing this effect.) On the 
platform was a manger, into which the gifts were put 
until it overflowed. 

The Cradle Roll, Primary, and Beginners’ Depart- 
ments marched in, bearing a white ribbon, on which 
were tied little white stockings filled with their self- 
denial money (which, by the way, amounted to $60). 

Each class tried to go beyond the others in present- 
ing their gifts in the most attractive form. One 
class of boys brought in two barrels of potatoes, the 
barrels having been painted white, and carried. by 
handles, which had been nailed to the barrels. An- 
other class brought a large basket beautifully trimmed 
with white crepe paper and mistletoe. In it were 24 
cans of tomatoes, each can wrapped separately and 
tied at the top with a small green ribbon. The effect 
was that of a basket of white flowers. The boys of 
the_ Technological School Bible Class brought a box 
of oranges dressed up as a snow man. 

All gifts were nicely wrapped in white to carry out 
the idea of “White Gift” service. There was a total 
of over five hundred packages, which included 169 
pieces of canned goods, 16 sacks of flour, 22 pack- 
ages of cereals, 325 pounds of sugar, 2 barrels of 
potatoes, 9 packages of tea, 2 boxes of oranges, 20 
bars of soap, 60 toys, and 193 packages of dress 
goods. 

In money and pledges, there were given $431.47, of 
which about $100 went to Fredericksburg Home and 
School, about $85 to the Thornwell Orphanage, about 
$47 to Nacoochee Institute, a small amount to Mrs. 
Morrow’s work in Mexico, and $112 to the new 
Sunday-school building. 

Large, however, as these gifts were, the largest was 
the offering of life. Four young people gave their 
hearts to Christ for the first time, and 43 renewed 
their consecration to Him. Seventy-three agreed to 
attend Sunday-school regularly; 65.to study their 
Bibles at least ten minutes a day; 68 agreed to pray 
for some special person outside of their family every 
day ; 38 agreed to make an effort to bring 99 persons 
to Christ this year; 7 offered to act as substitute 
teachers; 3 offered to become Home Department 
Visitors ; 43 agreed to try to bring in 176 new scholars 
within a year. One agreed tod join the Home De- 
partment; 71 agreed to try to be present in time, on 
time, every time, and all the time, and 43 pledged 
their loyalty to help the superintendent in various 

ways that he may suggest. 

ifty agreed to respond to any reasonable request 
from the pastor to do any service that he thought 
they could do acceptably, Twenty-seven agreed to 
attend the evening service more faithfully; 55 agreed 
to try to get others to attend church, and 31 agreed 
to welcome strangers to the church services; while 

It agreed to attend the weekly prayer-meetings. 

There were 210 hours subscribed this year to be de- 

voted to evangelistic effort; 10 offered to join the 

various societies; 4 to join the Mission Study Class; 

8 agreed to iead the meetings of the societies if in- 
vited to, and 18 agreed to get new members for the 
societies. 

There were 667 present. In spite of the threaten- 
ing weather many of the members of the Cradle 
Roll came, including the youngest member, Rufus 
C. Morrow, Jr., twelve and one-half days old. 

No one can tell what the ultimate results of these 
“White Gifts” will mean——Dr, Marion McH. Hull, 
Superintendent, North Avenue Presbyterian Sunday 
school, Atlanta, Ga 
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And will it extend its sceptre to the Christian Jew? 





“looking towards the segregation of the Jewish 

people upon a national basis of its own.” In 
particular it stands for the modern form of this 
movement, which seeks for the Jews “a publicly and 
legally assured home in Palestine,” as initiated by 
Theodor Herzl in 1896. 


Trokie is the designation of a movement 


It was ever a religious hope among the devout and 

orthodox Jews. Their liturgy abounds with petitions 
for the recovery of the ancient glory, conjoined with 
expressions of deep penitence for the sins which 
have driven it away. But from: time to time this 
. hope was charged with a political color. Thus Bar- 
Cochba, the false Messiah, headed a determined at- 
tempt to regain Palestine by force of arms, a little 
over a century after the destruction of the second 
temple; and the attempt almost succeeded. The his- 
tory of medieval Jews contains many instances of 
abortive fanatical movements towards the realiza- 
tion of the Jewish national dream. 
How is this unquenchable hope to be accounted 
for? It has its roots in holy Scripture. The old 
prophets of Israel and her inspired psalmists were 
the first Zionists. Read for instance Jeremiah 30: 
2,3: “Thus speaketh Jehovah, the God of Israel, say- 
ing: Write thee all the words that I have spoken unto 
thee in a book. For, lo, the days come, saith Je- 
hovah, that I will turn again the captivity of = 
people Israel.and Judah, saith Jehovah; and J will 
cause them to return to the land that I gave to their 
nent, and they shall possess it.” Read also 
=zekiel 36: 25-29. And lest it should be thought that 
these prophecies had their fulfilment in the restora- 
tion from Babylon, read Amos 9:15: “And I will 
plant them upon their land, and they shall no more 
be pulled up out of their land which I have given 
them, saith the Lord, thy God.” One could cite 
similar prophetic utterances in abundance. 


The Common Sense of Zionism 


There is a marked difference between the older and 
the newer Zionism, The older expected. the better 
day to come miraculously. The«anodern would labor 
towards its realization. Modern Zionism charges the 
older with having been in the grip of the paralyzing 
heresy of Quietism. Its slogan is: We must solve 
our own problems and work out our own national 
salvation. The educated Jew of to-day, because of 
his revived national consciousness, is enthusiastic 
about the history and literature of his own people. 
This is to a large extent due to the prevailing temper 
of nationalism which since the French Revolution has 
been the most powerful factor in international poli- 
tics with which statesmen have had to reckon. 

The dark ages did not end for the Jewish people 
till the French Revolution, and till the Napoleonic war 
had swept like a storm wind over Europe. That 
epoch-making period in history brought emancipation 
to the Jews of Western Europe; it opened their 
ghetto gates. But the change came with such a rush 
that they had hardly time to adjust themselves to 
the altered conditions of the times. The process of 
adjustment and reconstruction threw the soul of the 
Jew into confusion and discord. He became aware 
of a distressing inward dualism, For he had rashly 
attempted the impossible: to eradicate his Jewish 
temperament and to “gentilize” himself. Srch a 
Jew always cuts a sorry figure. The inevitable con- 
sequence was the reaction of Anti-Semitism, the 
medieval “Judenhetze” in a modern garb. The 
statesmen of Europe failed to find in emancipation 
and assimilation a solution for the burdensome Jew- 
ish question. 

Anti-Semitism and the spirit of nationalism of the 
nineteenth century are the two factors that have pro- 
duced Zionism. The unexpected wave of anti-Jewish 
agitation drove many an educated German and 
French Jew back to his own people. It arrested the 
process of amalgamation. It taught Israel to re- 
discover her own soul and to become aware of the 
solidarity of her suffering children in the Diaspora. 

Theodor Herzl was the man whom circumstances 
forced imto leadership and who made the “Juden- 
schmerz” articulate to his generation. But he had 
forerunners. In the middle of the nineteenth century 
an anonymous publication made its appearance in 
Germany proposing the acquisition and colonization 
of Palestine. It met with general contempt. Next 
came Moses Hess and his remarkable book: “Rome 
and Jerusalem.” But it was in Russia,. where the 
majority of the Jews still lived under medieval con- 
ditions, that Dr. Pinsker’s pamphlet: “Auto-Emanci- 
pation,” met with the greatest response. It created a 
ferment among Russian Jews. It was felt that if you 
cannot get rid of the psychology of the Jew, you 


may refine and elevate it, But for this the Jew must 
be free. He must be in a home of his own. , 

It would be interesting to speak of the various 
schemes which were floated during the Pre-Herzlian 
period to open up Palestine as a home for Jewish 
colonization. We might mention the work of Sir 
Moses Montefiore, the house of Rothschild, Adolph 
Cremieux, and others. Some of these farm colonies, 
after many disappointments, did prosper and became 
self-supporting in time. A sturdy generation of a 
new type of Jews grew up to whom Hebrew had be- 
come a living language again. But the need to be 
met was too great to be dealt with on lines of charity 
or patronage. 


How thé Movement Started 


Dr. Herzl, of Vienna, a post and journalist, thor- 
oughly dejudaized, but catching the modern spirit of 
nationalism, and his Jewish soul reasserting itself, 
came back in the spirit of his mind to the bosom 
of his mother-nation—the nation without a father- 
land. While in Paris in 1895 he wrote a little book 
called “The Jewish State.” He did not at first in- 
tend it for publication, but read it to a small circle 
of his friends, one of whom seriously declared it to 
be the production of a deranged mind, There was 
perhaps little that was new in it. Jews must have a 
home of their own, a haven of refuge—let it be in 
Argentine or Palestine. To this end let a Jewish 
Society be formed with a great trading company, 
similar to those which Britain found so useful in 
extending the bounds of her empire, etc., etc. 

“The Jewish State” was finally published in 1896 in 

a Viennese paper, and at once created a sensation. 
Myriads of Jews, especially those living under un- 
speakable economic conditions in Eastern Europe, 
hailed it as pointing to a door of deliverance. This 
became the start of the Zionism with which we 
have to do. 
’ Dr. Herzl was a magnetic personality. I well re- 
call his kingly mien, his eloquent eyes, ‘his gracious 
and tactful manners, There was a mystic strain in 
his make-up. I have heard that he believed himself 
a scion of the royal house of David; and indeed he 
looked every inch a king, a born leader of men. 

But at the first both Orthodox and Reform Jews 
rejected his idealistic scheme, and that on opposite 
grounds. The Orthodox, because they considered it 
sacrilege to attempt to bring about by human means 
what could only take place as a result of a directly 
divine interposition. They had forgotten that the re- 
turn from the first Exile was the effect of political 
upheavals, the result of the military achievements of 
the Medo-Persian Cyrus: that it was unaccompanied 
by any of those supernatural manifestations that 
marked the Exodus. Was that one of the reasons 
why the majority of the Jews remained in Babylon? 
They did not recognize the hand of God in history. 

The Reform Jews had practically abandoned the 
messianic hopes of their fathers. Zion to them was 


WHAT.IS ZIONISM? 





The walls of Jerusalem, as Nehemiah stood below su- 
perintending their rebuilding, loomed up proudly from a 
gaily colored picture roll in a Christian home. Then a 
little boy pasted the Stars and Stripes on one of the tur- 
rets! Was it such an anachronism to do this? — Who 
can say that the United States will not help maintain a 
protectorate over Palestine when Zionism shall at last be 
a realized dream? But however organized, will not the 
new state, as-Mr. Reich contends, to be consistent, have to 
accord all the Rights of Man to Christian Jews? Among 
articles yet to follow in the Times’ Jewish series are : 
Ought the Jews to Have Palestine ? 


By the Rev. A. E. Thompson, Pastor of the Ameri- 
can church, Jerusalem. 


Why the World Hates the Jew 
By the Rev. David Baron, Hebrew Christian Testi- 
mony to Israel, London, England. 

What Kind of a Messiah do the Jews Still Expect? 
By the Rev. J. I. Landsman, Hebrew Christian Testi- 
mony to Israel, Londoa, England. 

The Meaning of the Jewish Congress 


By the Rev. S. B. Rohold, F. R. G. S., Superintend- 
ent, Mission to the Jews, Toronto, Canada. 


What Are Missions to the Jews Accomplishing ? 
By the Rev. A. R. Kuldell, Baltimore, Md. 
What Does the Jew Think of Christianity To-day? 


By C. A. Schonberger, Hebrew Christian Testimony 
to Israel, London, England. 


Are the Jews to Convert the World? 


By A. C. Gaebelein, Editor. of Our Hope, New York 
ity. 











NOVEMBER 17, 1917 
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only a beautiful memory, and no jonaae an object of 
love and desire. At their rabbinical conference of 
1845, held at Frankfort-on-Main, they decided to 
eliminate from the liturgy every prayer for the re- 
turn to the land of their forefathers, and for the 
restoration of a Jewish state under a descendant of 
David. This was reaffirmed at the Pittsburgh con- 


ference of 1885: “We consider ourselves no longer a - 


nation. .. . We therefore expect neither a return to 
Palestine . . . nor the restoration of any of the laws 
concerning the Jewish State.” 

To-day things are very different. Orthodox and 
reformed Jews are flocking in increasing numbers and 
with glowing enthusiasm around the banner of 
Zionism. ‘ 

The year 1897 will ever be regarded as the birth of 
a new period. It was the date of the first national 
Zionist Congress, held at Basel, Switzerland. It con- 
sisted of 204 elected delegates from both sides of the 
water. Year by year since this Jewish parliament has 
held its sessions. The lamented death of Herzl, in 
1904, at the early age of forty-four, could not stop the 
pr ess of the movement. € prominent Jéwish 
eader after anotheg is being drawn into its current. 
The first Zionist Congress proclaimed to a listening 
world that “Jews are a nation, and that they have no 
wish to be merged among the other nations.” It 
formulated its endeavors in the following program: 


How Zionism Defines its Aims 


The aim of Zionism is to create for the Jewish 
people a publicly recognized, legally secured honie 
in Palestine. For the attainment of this purpose 
the Congress considers the following means ser- 
viceable : 

1. The promotion of the settlement of Jewish 
agriculturists and tradesmen in Palestine. 

2. The federation of all Jews into local or gen- 
eral groups, according to the laws of the various 
countries. 

3. The strengthening of Jewish feeling and con- 
sciousness. ; 

4. Preparatory steps for the attainmént of those 
governmental grants which are necessary to the 
achievement of the Zionist purpose. 


Zionism has already done much for Zion and not 
a little in Zion. The whole of Jewry. from America 
to Bokhara, from Russia to Yemen, has felt the thrill 
of a new life and is lifting up its head. A Jewish 
colonial bank has been founded; a national*fund col- 
lected for the purchase of land in Palestine; schools 
have been planted where the Hebrew language as a 
living tongue is fast driving out the Ashkenazi 
and Sephardic jargons and the various European 
tongues ; etc., etc. But these things are only the outer 
shell. Within it is the living kernel of national re- 
vival. The barren fig-tree, as well as the other trees of 
the wood, is bursting into blossom and leaf, whereby 
we know that a new era is at hand (Luke 21: 3o). 

Christian Jews are watching this phenomenal move- 
ment with beating hearts. What is their duty towards 
it? Will it open to them a door of opportunity, so 
that they too may come forward and serve their na- 
tion, even though it has cut them off? The principle 
of religious liberty will have to become a firm plank 
in the political platform of the new Jewish State. 
Otherwise Jews will deny to their own people what 
they have been foremost in insisting upon as an ele- 
mental human right from the various governments 
of the lands of their dispersion. Every year swells 
the number of Jewish conversions to Christ. Are 
these sons and daughters of Judah to be a dead loss 
to their nation? Hitherto this has invariably been 
the case. Gentile Christendom with its bewildering 
denominationalism has swallowed them up. But their 
own nation has been the loser, while they have often 
been a pathetic misfit in their new environment. 


History is being made rapidly before our eyes. 
““We sce the day approaching.” The times of the 
Gentiles are closing in in blood and terror, And for 
returning Israel also awaits an hour of peculiar an- 
guish—“the time of Jacob’s trouble; but he shail be 
saved out of it” (Jer. 30:7). Then will the Spirit of 
grace and of supplications be poured out upon Judah 
and Jerusalem, and they will look upon Him whom 
they have pierced, in the bitterness of true repent- 
ance. Then, at last, will they reverse the judgment 
their false guides passed upon Him nineteen cen- 
turies ago to their national undoing. Then will the 
fountain be opened to them for sin and for unclean- 
ness (see Zech. 12: 10-13; 13:1). 

And not till this long-drawn-out controversy be- 
tween Israel and Jesus is divinely, settled can she 
fulfil her destiny in the earth. 


MorrIsviL_e, Pa. 
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LESSON 9. DEC. 2. NEHEMIAH REBUILDS THE WALL OF JERUSALEM 


Nehemiah 4. Commit verses 17, 18 


Golden Text.—The Lord is my helper; I will not fear: what shall man do unto me ?—Hebrews 13 : 6 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 

T LOOKED, to some people, like a staggering un- 
| sera to raise from three to five billion dol- 

lars, a few weeks ago, when the United States 
Government called for its Second Liberty Loan. 
Three thousand million dollars is a lot of money! 
But wait a minute: how does that amount compare 
with the resources of America? How heavy a draft 
does it make upon the lending power of America? 
It was stated, in a prominent daily newspaper before 
the close of this Second Liberty Loan campaign, that 
the lending power of America is $260,000,000,000. 
And alongside of that $3,000,000,000 looks rather 
small, doesn’t it? 

Nehemiah and the Jews of Judah had a staggering 
proposition to put through. But what were the 
resources they could draw upon? God’s resources,— 
that was all! And God’s resources make even “the 
lending power of America” with its $260,000,000,000 
look insignificant. Have the class repeat the Golden 
Text together. 


Our Background Material 


Devote a moment to further impressions or com- 
ment from members of the class who are reading the 
book of Nehemiah through each week during these 
lessons (November 11 to December 16); let them 
give whatever analysis or outline of the book they 
have adopted, such as the following: I. The journey 
to Jerusalem, 1:1 to 2:20. II. The building of. the 
wall, 3:1 to 6:19. III. The census, 7: 1-73. IV. The 
revival, 8:1 to 11:36. V. The census of the priests 
and Levifes, 12: 1-26. VI. Dedication of the wall, 
12: 27-43. VII. Restoration of the temple worship, 
12: 44-47. VIII. The legal order restored, 13: 1-31. 

Then let some member of the class to whom you 
have sent, before Sunday, Mr. Hall’s story “The Boy 
at the Jackal’s Well” (page 656 in this issue). tell 
enough of that story in its local color and setting: to 
make the incident of. Nehemiah 2: 12-15 vivid and.real 
to the class. Briefly give the facts covered by the 
material of Nehemiah 2:16 to 3: 32, as to the work 
that was so promptly begun on rebuilding the gates 
of Jerusalem. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain peragrepns in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Why the enmity of Sanballat and the Samaritans 
against Nehemiah and the Jews of Judah? This 
should be explained fully to the class. Look up 
“Samaritans” in a Bible dictionary and note the facts 
as to the mixed worship for which they. stood, de- 
grading the true worship of Jehovah with Atssyrian 
idolatry. Turn back to Ezra 4: 1-5 and. see the be- 
ginning of trouble between the Samaritans and the 
returned Jews. Facts about Sanballat and the other 
ass. Judah are given by Dr, Griffith Thomas 

» ° , 

Have the class itemize the different points in the 
first verbal attack of Sanballat (v.,2): the Jews are 
feeble; they cannot strengthen themselves; their re- 
ligion will not amount to anything; they cannot fin- 
ish what they have begun; they cannot make some- 
thing out of nothing, for building material. A rea- 
son why the broken down walls were largely rubbish 
and unfit for rebuilding material is given by Dr. 
Mackie (1). And the significance of that fox and 
jackal talk he also explains (2). 

So the scorn and contempt and ridicule go on 
(v. 3); good advice to remember when we may be 
ridiculed for being on the Lord’s side is given by 
Miss Frederick (1). 

How does Nehemiah answer back? By not a word 
to the enemy; by many a word to God. Prayer is 
the best counter-attack in meeting ridicule (vs. 4, 5). 

And as he prays he works; hard work is a good 
answer to ridicule. Have the class study carefully 
all the details of the actual work that was done under 
Nehemiah: the organizing and systematizing of the 
work and the workers throughout the entire lesson. 
Interesting details of the work are expiained from 
the standpoint of Oriental custom by Dr. Mackie 
(3, 4). The gain and necessity of hard work and 
leng work are vigorously shown by Mr. Ridgway 
(2). A boy’s story of the wall building is given in 
Pucker’s Class (Mr. Rogers, 1, 2). 

Explain to the class what the difficulties were that 
Nehemiah had to overcome in this rebuilding of the 
walls.’ Have them discover these from a careful ex- 
amination of chapter 4. Some of the difficulties are 
mentioned by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2). He also 


o 


{The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
ehemiah 4: 7-21] 

7 1 But it came to pass that, when Sanballat, and Tobiah, 
and the Arabians, and the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites, 
heard that 2the repairing of the walls of Jerusalem went 
forward, and that the breaches began to be stopped, then 
they were very wroth; 8 and they conspired all of them 
together to come and fight against Jerusalem, and to cause 
confusion therein. 9 But we made our prayer unto our God, 
and set a watch against them day and night, because of 
them. 10 And Judah said, The strength of the bearers of 
burdens is decayed, and there is much rubbish; so that we 
are not able to build the wall. 11 And’our adversaries said, 
They shall not know, neither see, till we come into the 
midst of them, and slay them, and cause the work to cease. 
12 And it came to pass that, when the Jews that dwelt 
by them came, they said unto us ten times *from all 
places, Ye must return unto us. 13 Therefore set I in the 
lowest parts of the space behind the wall, in the open 
places, I set there the people after their families with their 
swords, their spears, and their bows. 14 And I looked, and 
rose up, and said unto the nobles, and to the ‘ rulers, and 
to the rest of the people, Be not ye afraid of them: remem- 
ber the Lord, who is great and terrible, and fight for your 
brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your wives, and 

your houses. : 

15 And it came to pass, when our enemies heard that it 
was known unto us, and God had brought their counsel to 
nought, that we returned all of us to the wall, every one 
unto his work. 16 And it came to pass from that time 
forth, that half of my servants wrought in the work, and 
half of them held the spears, the shields, and the bows, 
and the coats of mail; and the rulers were behind © all 
the house of Judah. 17 They that builded the wall and 
they that bare burdens laded themselves; every one with 
one of his hands wrought in the work, and with the other 


held his weapon; 18 and the builders, every one had his . 


sword girded by his side, and so builded. And he that 
sounded the trumpet was by me. 19 And I said unto the 
nobles, and to the *rulers and to the rest of the people, 
The work is great and large, and we are separated upon 
the wall, one far from another: 20 in what place soever ye 
hear the sound of the trumpet, resort ye thither unto us; 
our God will fight for us. 

21'So we wrought in the work: and -half of them held 
the spears from the rising of the morning till the stars 
appeared. 

1Ch. iv. 1 in Heb. 2 Heb. healing went up upon the 

walls, *Or, From all places whence ye shall return 

they will be upon us ‘Or, deputies Or, all the house 

of Judah that builded the wall. And they that &c. 

© Os, deputies . 

The American Revision copyright, 1901, 
by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








points out three classes of enemies or sources of 
weakness and danger within the city itself (1, 6). 

But all the hard work, and thoroughgoing organiza- 
tion, and watchfulness, would have amounted to little 
or nothing except for—what? See what Nehemiah 
put first: when the enemy came actually to fight 
against Jerusalem (v. 8), Nehemiah first prayed (v. 
9), and then went on with other important prepara- 
tions, Have the class find every mention of prayer 
in the entire chapter, and discuss it. A good foot- 
ball illustration of prayer is given in the Illustration 
Round Table (1). 


The Truth that Is Golden 


The builders were fighters; and they were armed 
all the time (v. 18). They never let themselves get 
separated from their weapons. Their watchfulness 
was continual, night and day. They left nothing un- 
done, whether of prayer or of work or of military 
preparedness: they did all. And that is exactly the 
attitude the Captain of our Salvation (Heb; 2: 10) 
requires of us. It is only as we do all that we have 
any assurance that we can “stand” (Eph. 6:13): we 
are to put on and keep on the “whole armor of God” 
(Eph. 6: 11-17). Then, wearing this whole armor 
all the time, we are to be in prayer all the time as 
part of our service (Eph. 6:18). All this means 
complete victory, complete protection against “all the 
fiery darts of the evil one.” 

And it is easy, not hard, to wear and use the whole 
armor of God all the time, for that armor is Christ 
himself. A study of the pieces of the armor and the 





Are you already making plans to begin 
mastering the Gospel of Mark with your yong 
day-school class a few weeks from now? You 
know the Improved Uniform Lessons start in 
January with a six-months’ course in Mark. 
the Sunday School Times Lesson Department 
will be the strongest it has ever had,—and 
Dr. C. 1. Scofield joins the staff with an every- 
week word on ** The Prophecy in This Lesson.” 
ds there a single worker in your school or 
church not taking the Times? If so, just ask 
that one to read page 655 in this issue. 














weapons in that Ephesians passage makes it plain. 
Moreover, we are to be clothed with the garments of 
salvation, covered with the robe of righteousness, all 
the time (Isa. 61: 10),—and that clothing and robe 
are. also Christ himself (Rom. 13: 14; Col. 3:3). 

Persons on- an ocean liner in the submarine zone 
to-day dare not lay off their clothing for a moment, 
night or day, like Nehemiah and his brethren and 
servants (v. 23). Nor dare we, as serving, fighting 
Christians, lay aside any of our clothing or weapons 
or possessions in Christ for a single instant: we are 
sure to be smitten by some dart of the adversary— 
who watches us as a hidden “sniper” would—if we 
do. But if by faith we always stay “hid with Christ 
in God” (Col. 3:3), we are always safe. 


Teaching Points 

No one likes to be made to look silly in the eyes 

of those about him. That is why ridicule is such a 
deadly weapon. But Christ as our life can keep us 
from smarting or resentment or retaliation or break- 
ing down under ridicule. 
. Nehemiah’s prayer for the punishment of his ene- 
mies (vs, 4, 5) may be interpreted from the same 
standpoint as the Imprecatory Psalms. Righteous 
indignation is not necessarily sinful vindictiveness 
(Eph. 4:26). This is discussed by Dr, Griffith 
Thomas (I, 4). 

Neither working nor praying is sufficient by itself 
(Mr. Ridgway, 1). 

Judah’s enemies were tremendously persistent (v. 
12). So is Satan. Most Christians can learn a les- 
son from Satan in the matter of persistence. But, 
praise God! Satan is not as persistent as God. There- 
fore God asks us to pray through and work through 
and believe through, without anxiety, no matter how 
persistent our enemies are. 

Difficulties are given us as invitations to go on, 
not as reasons for stopping; a small boy and his new 
skates illustrate this (Illustration Round Table, 2). 

Faith in God and fear cannot go together (v. 14). 

Workers and watchers are equally responsible and 
equally deserving of credit. } 

A terrible attack by Satan may be the biggest en- 
couragement we can have. Satan takes the most 
notice of those who are closest to God. 

. e » 

Three progressive attitudes of the opponents of 
Christianity are well illustrated in this lesson (Dr. 
Griffith Thomas, II, 7). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Ask the class how long they think the entire great 
work of rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem must have 
taken. Then give the answer (Dr. Griffith 
Thomas, 1). e 

Why may works without prayer be worthless? 

Why is it that prayer does not remove the neces- 
sity of works? Or does it sometimes? 

How formidable do you think the Samaritans may 
have ‘been as to numbers and’ military organization? 

What end would the Samaritans have accomplished 
if they could have defeated Nehemiah and the Jews? 

How is it possible to “be angry and sin not”? 
(Eph. 4: 26.) 

What did God do for Nehemiah and the Jews that 
they could not have done by their own efforts? 

Why did the Samaritans not attack the Jews? 


In what ways do you think Nehemiah showed the 
characteristics of a great leader? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Ezra and Nehemiah Teach the Law (Nehemiah 8). 


One of the surprises that we shall have when we 
get to heaven will undoubtedly be as to the Bible. 
Then for the first time shall we fully understand 
what a miracle-book it is. But let us not leave any 
more of that surprise to the next world than we have 
to. Here is a wonderful record of. a great Bible- 
study day. And the people discovered that it was a 
reason for wonderful happiness. 


Who started this movement among the children of 
Israel for special Bible study? 

How much of the Bible did the Jews have at that 
time? 

What does the word “Amen” (v. 6) mean? 


Why did the people weep when they heard the 
words of the law? (v. 9). 


What reason was given them for rejoicing? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—After Nehemiah’s arrival in Jeru- 
salem, he at once set to work by inspecting the 
ruined walls, and the condition of affairs confirmed 
all that he had heard (2: 12-16). He thereupon ap- 

aled with success to the leaders to join him in 
uilding the walls (2:17, 18). These efforts were 
met by mockery on the part of enemies (2:19, 20), 
but the work continued until, after the experiences 
recorded in this lesson, it was eventually accom- 
plished. It was a task of great importance for the 
people, since it would minister to patriotism, inde- 
pendence, protection, and hope for the future. It 
constituted the great work of Nehemiah’s life. 

Time.—Nehemiah began his journey in the first 
month of (eesers? 444 B. C. (2:1), and the work 
was begun in the fifth month and completed 52 days 
after (6:15). (1) 

Books on the Lesson.—For all geographical mat- 
ters connected with Palestine, see Smith, “Students’ 
Illustrated Historical Geography of the Holy Land” 
(The Sunday School Times Company, 75 cents). The 
“Pulpit Commentary” on Ezra, ehemiah, and 
Esther contains useful suggestions (Funk and Wag- 
nalls, New York City, $2). “Ellicott’s Commentary 
(Funk and Wagnalls, 75 cents to $2 a volume) on 
these books is valuable, and also Ezra and Nehemiah 
in the “Men of the Bible” series (Fleming H. Revell 
Company, New York, 75 cents each). 


I. The Message of the Lesson 

The Project (vs. 1-3). The work of rebuilding 
the walls was undoubtedly difficult. Originally, they 
must have been massive, and when Nehemiah’s prede- 
cessors commenced, they probably found much mate- 
rial in the ruins of the old walls, and with so much 
of the wall demolished there were piles of rubbish 
to be removed. -In some’ places good stones from 
the old wall could be utilized, while in others mate- 
rials would have to be brought from a distance. 
Thus, with small numbers and very limited ability 
(4: 19), the work would have been difficult even with- 
out opposition. But their enemies were determined, 
if possible, to prevent the rebuilding. (2) 

Senballat is called the Horonite (2:10, 19), prob- 
ably from one of the two places called Beth- 
horon (Josh. 10:10, 11), or else from Horonaim in 
Moab. Tobiah, an Ammonite, was a servant of San- 
ballat. (3) 

The Prayer (vs. 4,5). But the builders knew what 
to do and turned to God in prayer, acknowledging 
theif own weakness and asking that their foes might 
be checked, since it was a sin against God himself as 
well as against his people. The prayer was one of 
righteous indignation and not mere vindictiveness 
(Psa. 79:12), because the opposition was felt to be 
against God. (4) 

The Persistence (v. 6). Meanwhile with the prayer 
followed work, and the men went on with their task, 
because they were united and determined. : 

The Plot (vs. 7-9). After the enemies failed to 
stop the work by ridicule, they endeavored to check 
it by severer action in the form of a conspiracy. 
They were set upon stopping the work, and since 
words had not been successful, action was to follow. 
It was of no use to appeal to the king as in former 
days (Ezra 5), because Artaxerxes had given per- 
mission (Neh. 2:9), and so it was decided to resort 
to force of arms. Sanballat and Tobiah were the 
leaders and with them were Arabians from the south- 
east of Judah, Ammonites from the east, and inhabi- 
tants of the Philistine city of Ashdod on the south- 
west. (5) . 

The Perplexity (vs. 10-12). Not only were ene- 
mies a trouble outside, but there was a discouraging 
state of affairs within the city itself, and three classes 
of people are mentioned who gave great concern to 
Nehemiah and his workers. (1) There was conscious 
weakness on the part of the builders themselves, who 
had become so disheartened that they were ready to 
give up (v. 10). They felt the task was so great that 
the work was proving an intolerable burden. (2) 
Then the conspirators seem to have intended a sur- 
prise (v. i1) and perhaps there were also spies and 
traitors ready to work with them (6:17). (3) Even 
some of the Jews themselves felt that the case was 
hopeless (v. 12). The verse is difficult, but perhaps 
it means that the Jews from the surrounding locali- 
ties were in the habit of coming in and urging their 
neighbors: to return home, because the enemy would 
soon make an attack from all directions. Thus the 
builders would be tempted to yield and to be cowed 
under these terrible threats. (6) 


The Precaution (vs. 13-15). The work was at once 
discontinued and preparations made to resist the foe. 
Nehemiah armed the people and set them at suitable 
points, and as there were those among the soldiers 
who were not well disciplined, members of the same 
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family were placed together as likely to stand more 
bravely by one another i. 13). Then as Nehemiah 
saw the enemy coming, took command, gave or- 
ders, and encouraged his followers by telling them 
not to be afraid, but to remember the Lord and fight 
fcr all that was dear to them (v. 14). But the attack 
was not made. Perhaps their enemies had heard 
from the spies, who were their allies within the 
walls, or perhaps they recognized that the Jews were 
prepared and that the attempt at surprise had failed. 
But Nehemiah recognized that it was God’s doing 
and thus they were enabled to return to the work. 


The Progress (vs. 16-23). From that time for- 
ward it was necessary to guard against further hos- 
tilities, and the precautions taken included six classes 
of men. Half of them were to work and the other 
half to be armed in readiness to help the others. Each 
carrier had his weapon with him as he bore his load 
on his shoulders, and even the ablest had their swords 
girded, ready for emergencies. Nehemiah’s work was 
that of leader, and his instructions to the men 
showed his careful preparations and at the same time 
his absolute confidence in God (v. 20). And so the 
work went on day by day, and every precaution was 
taken until the whole task was fulfilled (6:15). 

Il. The Heart of the Lesson 

1. Our Work. We have a vital work of building 
to do, the wall of Jerusalem being a symbol of our 
Christian service. (1) There is-the building of indi- 
vidual character, especially in view of the gaps made 
by sin. (2) There is also the building of the Church 
of God, in view of the ravages caused by discord 
and disunion. The New Testament says much about 
“building” or “edification” (Acts 9:31; Rom. mS : 
1 Cor. 14: 3-5, 26; 2 Cor. 10:8; 1 Thess. 5:11; Eph. 
4: 12, 16, 29). 

2. Our Warfare. This building has to be done in 
the presence of enemies. (1) Sometimes we are at- 
tacked by ridicule (vs. 1-3). The individual convert 
is mocked because of his profession, and the influ- 
ence of the Church of God is sometimes scorned as 
useless. Ridicule is a frequent means of attack on 
the Christian position. (2) Sometimes we are at- 
tacked by threats. What mockery cannot do threats 
often are expected to accomplish. An aggressive 
Christian life often meets with this form of oppo- 
sition, and an aggressive congregation will often 
bring down upon itself the efforts of enemies in the 
district to put an end to righteousness of testimony 
and life. (3) Sometimes we are attacked by fear. 
This is due to weak and faithless friends (vs, 10, 12), 
and it may take the form of compromise. We are 
urged not to be too particular, but to meet our ene- 
mies halfway in the hope of gaining them. 

As we contemplate these methods of attack, we 
notice what has often been described as the three- 
fold attitude of opponents to Christianity. (1) At 
first enemies think that there is “nothing in it” and 
so despise it (v. 2). (2) Then they begin to say 
that there is “something in it” and try to rey or 
capture it. (3) And last of all, they should be 
taught that there is “everything in it,” and thus be led 
to accept it. (7) 

3. Our Weapons. How are we to meet these foes 
and at the same time do our work? We may learn 
much from the- splendid character of Nehemiah. 
(1) Outward. Observe these points shown by him 
in relation to his foes: self-restraint (v. 4); stead- 
fastness (v 6.) ; prudence (v. 13); decision (v. 13); 
courage (v. 14); sympathy (vs. 14-18); energy (vs. 
20, 21). (2) Inward. eyond and above all else 
was the attitude of Nehemiah to God, as seen in his 
(a) faith (vs. 14, 20); (b) fellowship (v. 9); faith- 
fulness (v. 21). The secret of this splendid effort 
is found in the realization by Nehemiah of the pres- 
ence and power of God, “our God” (vs. 4, 9, 20). 

Ill. The Lesson Outlined 

. The Project (vs, 1-3; Psalm 121). 

. The Prayer (vs. 4, 5; Psalm 125). 

The Persistence (v. 6; Isa. 50: 7-11). 

. The Plot (vs. 7-9; Isa. 58: 8-12). 

. The Perplexity (vs. 10-12; 2 Chron. 20: 5-13). 
. The Precaution (vs. 13-15; 1 Cor. 3:9-16). 
. The Progress (vs. 16-23; Eph. 2: 13-22). 

IV. Leading Questions 

What did Christ teach about enmity to him and his 
work? (John 15: 18-21.) 

Is opposition a proof of the unfaithfulness of those 
who are opposed? (John 16:14; Matt. 18:6.) 

What is the true Christian attitude in the presence 
of foes? (Matt. 5: 11, 12.) 

How do the Jews illustrate our Christian posi- 
tion? (Matt. 5: 43-48; Psa. 74: 18-22.) 

What two defenses are essential to spiritual pro- 
tection? (Matt. 6:13; 26:41.) Why would not one 
of these suffice? 

Why did Nehemiah remind them of God’s power 
rather than of his mercy? (2 Chron. 25: 8.) 

Is Christianity to be aggressive or only defensive? 

What was the cause of this ordeal? (Heb. 12: 11.) 


What are the outstanding features of Nehemiah’s 
character here recorded? 
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What does Scripture say about the danger of dis- 
couragement? (Num. 21:4; 32:7, 9; Deut. 1:21, 
38; 3: 28; 1 Sam. 30:6; Psa. 73:2; Prov. 13: 12; 
Isa. 42:4.) , 
Wycuirre Cotiece, Toronto. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


Praying and Watching.—We made our prayer ... 
and set a watch (v. 9). The next time the Smart 
One asks you, “You don’t believe that God really an- 
swers prayer, do you?” you can answer, “Yes, be- 
loved, and he answers watching, too.” Mr, Henry 
P, Crowell, the president of the Quaker Oats Com- 
pany, like almost every big successful business “Cap- 
tain,” is a man of prayer. He runs his factories by 
wireless power—from on high. But just look how 
he spends the money in advertising. And, by the way, 
Mr. Crowell knows religious folks are the leaders in 
all communities, and so he advertises liberally in re- 
ligious papers. The papers millions subscribe for and 
“swear by.” Shows his vision. Helps both religion 
and his business a whole lot by the same out- 
lay. Every Sunday-school kid knows Quaker Oats 
and all its cousins. Maybe that’s why they can’t keep 
still two minutes hand running. “Feel their oats,” as 
Uncle Billy says of his colts. Yes, indeed, God an- 
swers prayer most beautifully and wonderfully in 
these days as in Bible days. But God has no use for 
laziness, carelessness, and bull-headedness. Pray for 
a fine potato crop but watch the bugs. Pray for 
clients but watch the law books. Pray for patients 
but watch the profession—don’t give 4 man a quart 
of dosing when a little rubbing and twisting and cold 
towels will cure him. Pray for customers but watch 
the newspaper and tell folks attractively about your 
attractions. Pray for orders and watch your manners 
and go after them, Pray for promotion but pon’t 
erat cLtock! (Psa. 119:9; Eph. 5:15; 2 Tim. 
4:5). 


The Secret of It.—Be not ye ofraid of them; re- 


member the Lord (v. 14). Should I ever be fished out 
of a railroad wreck and they go through my pockets 
for identification they will find in the upper right- 
hand vest pocket a little red note-book. On the fly- 
leaf of that book is this writing: “William H. Ridg- 
way, Coatesville, Pa. Deuteronomy 31:6.”. I. was 
just wondering-if Nehemiah didn’t ‘have these words 
of Moses engraved upon the crystal cylinder that 
hung from his necklace or upon one of the clay tab- 
lets in his scrip. The eee run of men are much 
alike in the abstract. hen the biggest of men are 
shorn of their trappings of place and advantage, they 
are found to be after all no different from the average. 
That which sets the one man apart from his fellows 
is something special in his makeup. The man who 
does things is the man who has “the punch” in him. 
We call that “punch” all sorts of names—vision, 
courage, confidence, ambition, self-reliance, push, 
pep, ginger, faith, etc. But the secret of every great 
man’s success will be found, when you get at the 
heart of him, to be a sense of divine presence and 
direction and protection. It was the secret of Moses. 
It was the secret of David. It was the secret of 
Nehemiah. It was the secret of Luther, of Washing- 
ton, of Lincoln (2 Sam. 22: 36). 


“He’s a Brick!” —We returned all of us to the wall, 
every one unto his work (v. 15). “Behold the walls 
of Sparta” (or some such place), said King Some- 
body as he pointed to his soidiers, “and every man a 
brick.” In the history of Israel if every man had 
been a brick instead of a gob of mud, Nehemiah had 
not been in Babylon and no occasion for any sorrow- 
ful and painful come-back and restoration. No city 
or nation needs any other walls than a population 
true to God. America will owe her preservation not 
to the machinery of death but to the piety of her men. 
Nehemiah’s men returned to carving stones, erect- 
ing walls, and piling battlements. American wall 
building consists in carving character, erecting right- 
eousness, and piling godliness. And “every one to his 
work.” You mother to work with your girls, you 
father to work with your boys, you employers to 
work with your men, you everybody to work with 
your neighbor. All working together with Him to 
make American citizenship synomymous with manli- 
ness, goodness, and truth. Sore of us are hard at 
it in Sunday-schools, in Y. M. C. A.’s, in missions, and 
on street corners, But, alas, some are loafers and 
shirkers on the job. They build neither walls nor 
worm fences. They however often have a gréat deal 
to say about what ought to be done and how to do 
it. ehemiah was burdened with some of that sort 
also, Blessed is the man who finds his work on 
America’s walls and is helping to make every man a 
brick (2 Cor. 6:1; 1 Cor. 3:9). 


Work.—So we wrought ... from the rising of the 
morning till the stars appeared (v. 21). Once I was 
young and now am I old, but never have I seen a 
man who worked only eight hours get anywhere. 
“Man’s work is from sun to sun, but woman’s work 
is never done.” Yes, from sun to sun and then some 
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if you would go up in the world. When 
you read the life of any successful man 
you will never find he started his career 
in an eight-hour job. Most of our ablest 
men come off the old farm where noth- 
ing regulates the hours of work but 
milking time. Over in New Jersey a 
large corporation changed the hours of 
the shifts from twelve to eight hours. 
The General Manager of the great cor- 
poration told me that the wives of the 
men had waited upon him begging that 
the twelve-hour turns be put back. The 
four hours’ idle time was bad for their 
husbands and sons, and splendid for the 
saloons and dives. The much-heralded 
hours for “recreation and improvement” 
proved to be the hours for card-playing 
and tippling. No one accomplishes 
anything worth while without working 
over time. The boss always makes 
more hours than the men or he would 
not be boss. In Coatesville there is not 
a man in a Boss-ship that arrived there 
on a short-hour schedule. In every in- 
stance it has been a case of “from the 
rising of the morning till the stars ap- 
peared” that raised him above his fel- 
lows and carried him to the top (Eccl. 
11:6; John 5:17). (2) 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 


The Illustration Round - Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. o not 
submit iuetrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two: dollars for the best one each week. 

Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden’ Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better ch of pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

The Animals’ Trust.—/ will not fear 
(Golden Text). The best “Don’t 
Worry” appeal has been issued by the 
United States Public Health _Service. 
In a. statement presenting statistics on 
nervous diseases and, showing the ten- 
dency of the worry habit to shorten life 
this service says: “So far as is known, 
no bird ever tried to build more nests 
than its neighbor; no fox ever fretted 
because he had only one hole in which 
to hide; no squirrel ever died of anxiety 
lest he should not lay by enough nuts 
for two winters instead of one, and no 
dog ever lost any sleep over the fact 
that he did not have enough bones laid 
aside for his declining years.”—From 
the Herkimer Citizen. Sent by W. J. 
Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. 


“A Grand Position.”—We made our 
prayer unto our God (v. 9). Some 
years ago the Boulton Wanderers were 
playing a match with another well- 
known football team. The weather had 
been stormy, and the ground was very 
muddy. The game was exciting and 
fierce, and the spectators wondered 
which team was going to be the victor. 
Suttcliffe, the famous goalkeeper for 
Bolton, had to fall on his knees to save 
the ball from going into the net. It 
was a marvelous “save.” All over the 
country the telegraphic message was 
despatched: “A marvelous ‘save’ by 
Suttcliffe on his knees!” It is a grand 
position to be in to beat off the forces 
of evil—From the Christian Herald. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Wakefield, Eng. (1) 


The Control Lever.—We made our 
prayer unto our God, and set a watch 
against them day and night (v.9). Now 
and then an accident occurs on a rail- 
way which has only one explanation— 
the man in charge of the levers has 
failed at the proper moment to guide 
the wheels of the train onto a safe 
siding, or having set the switch in favor 
of a previous slow train, he fails to 
change it when the express approaches. 
There are certain “switch moments” in 
the lives of all of us, when the far fu- 
ture depends upon the instant decision. 
Life is full of cross-overs and derailing 
devices, all of which require constant 
attention if moral safety is to be pre- 
served or true achievement won. Life 
is not a straight track; it is as compli- 
cated as the system of rails at a junc- 











tion. We need ever to watch and pray. 
—From the Sunday at Home. Sent by 
J, A. Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 


Where the Captain Stood.—Be not ye 
afraid of them: remember thé Lord (v. 
14). A story is told that once the pas- 
sengers of a vessel steaming along the 
St. Tonsunen River were very angry be- 
cause, in spite of the fact that heavy 
fog was encircling the boat, full speed 
ahead was maintained. At last they 
went to the first mate, and complained. 
“Oh, don’t be afraid!” the mate replied, 
with a smile. “The fog lies low, and the 
captain is high above it, and can see 
where we are going.” Are you tempted 
to complain of the way = Great Cap- 
tain is leading you? elieve that He 
can see the end of the way He is leading 
you.—From the Sunday Circle. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 


What His Skates Were For.—And it 
came to pass, when our enemies heard 
that it was known unto us, and God had 
brought their counsel to nought, that we 
returned all of us to the wall, every. one 
unto his work (v. 15). Among some 
skaters was a boy so small and so evi- 
dently a beginner that his frequent mis- 
haps awakened the pity of a tender- 
hearted, if not wise spectator. “Why, 
sonny, you are getting all bumped up,” 
she said. “I wouldn’t stay on the ice 
and keep falling down so; I’d just come 
off and avatch the others.” The tears of 
the last downfall were still rolling over 
the rosy cheeks, but the child looked 
from his adviser to the shining steel on 
his feet, and answered half indignantly, 
“I didn’t get some new skates to give 
up with; I got ’em to learn how with.” 
Life’s hard tasks are never sent for us 
“to give up with.”—From J. R. Miller, 
D.D. Sent by Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, 
New York. The prize for this week is 
awarded to this illustration. (2) 


The Workmen’s Banquet.—7Jhey that 
builded the wall and they that_bare bur- 
dens (v. 17). An unusual event took 
place at the Newfield Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, Bridgeport, Conn., when it 
was finished. The workmen and arti- 
sans who had been employed upon the 
building, from the humble hod-carrier 
to the boss contractor, were invited to 
be the guests of the church at a supper 
served for them by the ladies of the 
parish, in the renovated basement of the 
church. Several other persons who had 
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helped on our work by substantial ser- 
vice were also invited. When the ice 
cream had disappeared the pastor spoke 
a few words, introducing the contractor 
in charge of the work, who made a most 
happy speech. Referring to his experi- 
ences as a builder for over thirty years, 
he said that this was the first time that 
he and his men had ever been thus hon- 
ored.—From The Expositor. Sent by 
W.J. Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. 


Oriental Lesson-Lizhts 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews, 


Wit they make an end in a day? 
(v. 2). Usually when a foundation 
wall is brought up to a level with the 
surrounding surface, it is allowed to 
set and harden for a time before pro- 
ceeding with the erection. According 
to Sanballat’s light ironical banter, it 
was a shock to find such spitfire energy 
streaming from such feeble folk. The 
puzzle of it was even more than the 
provocation. Orientals with their love 
of dignified composure are very sensi- 
tive to such humorous degradation. 


The stones out of the heaps of rub- 
bish (v. 2). Limestone after being ex- 
posed to fire is apt to crack and 
crumble. (1) 


If a fox go up, he shall break down 
their stone wall (v. 3). It was not only 
that the fox or jackal was light in 
weight, but in moving along the top of 
a henhouse wall he would try not to 
disturb a single stone for fear of caus- 
ing alarm. But even with such circum- 
spection, the Jewish masonry could not 
bear the strain! (2) . 


The strength of the bearers of bur- 
dens is decayed (v. 10), Orientals do 
not readily take to wheelbarrow and 
trolley car for the removal of rubbish 
and the conveyance of building . mate- 
rial. Their trust is in. the carrier with 
the thick canvas ‘pad on his back, for 
bringing the squared stones to the 
builder, and in the short-handled heavy 
hoe and grass-woven basket for the re- 
moval of loose material. (3) 

It is a*monotonous trudge even when 
enlivened by music and occasional alter- 
cation, and with the sun beating down 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 








Is this your house? 


Jesus CHRIST 
HIMSELF y 
BEING THE : y 

CORNER STONE. 
.2:20 } 


EPH.2 





Z 














upon the head and spine a sense of 
weariness soon settles upon the bearers 
of such burdens. With time given, how- 
ever, much can be done by Fe simple 
appliances, and their monuments are 
still seen in quarries and large artificial 
mounds of raised earth. In clearing the 
foundation for the wall of Jerusalem 
it was necessary that Nehemiah’s work- 
men should remove the rubbish, because 
the stone-chips, gravel, and earth, not 
being held in position by plant-roots as 
in lands where turf abounds, would con- 
stantly slide and trickle into the foun- 
dation trench so that they were “not 
able to build the wall.” (4) 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
ve 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that we are so often brought 
face to face with things that we cannot do. 
We thank thee that life is so full of occa- 
sions for renewing our confidence in thee. 
If we have turned back from anything that 
thou hast called us to undertake, forgive us, 
we pray thee, and remind us day by day that 
thy hand is upon the work which thou hast 
commissioned us to do. When we are 
tempted to be afraid may we remember 
thee. If we have forsaken thy work because 
of its difficulties may we go straight back 
to it with the strength that thou hast given, 
and not in our own strength. In thy dear 
name. Amen. 
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After the Lesson.—When things are 
too much for us, then we begin to see 
what a wonderful God we have. When 
everything seems against us, then we be- 
gin to realize that what the world calls 
“everything” may be against us, and ‘yet 
count for nothing. There are always 
folks who are ready to tell us just why 
the work that God asks us to do cannot 
be done. There isn’t any strength left, 
or there is so much rubbish in the way 
that the thing simply can’t be done. It 
would be a great thing if we could hear 
calling clearly to us through sych coun- 
sel the strong words that Nehemiah 
uttered to those who were at work with 
him, “Be not ye afraid of them: re- 
member the Lord.” Some of us get so 
disturbed about the work that lies ahead 
that we see only the big reasons why it 
cannot be done. Remembering the Lord 
makes the biggest difference in the 
world, because the Lord knows how to 
do what he asks us to do, and if he 
commissions us to take.up a certain task 
he isn’t going to stand aside as an-on- 
looker. “Our God will fight for us.” 
That’s the spirit in which we ought to 
carry on the difficult tasks of to-day. 

How can ye be staggered by our duty 
when we remember who is the divine, 
all-powerful worker back of everything 
he asks us to do? Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Come, thou almighty King.” 
“*God will take care of you.” 
“ Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty.” 
“ Guide me, O thou great Jehovah.” 
“In the service of the King.” 
“ He leadeth me.” 
“Sound the battle cry.” 
“To the work! to the work! we are servants 
of God.” 
(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 122: 1-9 (267 : 1-4). 
Psalm 48 : 1-14 (101: 1, 4, 5). 
Psalm 87: 1-7 (175: 1-4). 
Psalm 123: 1-4 (268: 1, 2). 
Psalm 127: 1, 2 (275: 1, 2). 


The next time you have to make a 
speech and you forget your notes, just 
make a note not to forget to send twenty 
cents to The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany for a copy of Robert E.. Speer’s 
“How to Speak Without Notes.” You'll 
wish you had done it long ago. 
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PROF. JAMES M. GRAY, D.D. 


The Millennium 
What, When and Where? 


BY PROF. JAMES M. GRAY, D.D. 
America’s Great Prophetic Expositor. Dean of the 
Moody Bible Institute, Chicago 


HEN the great world-war broke out,Dr.Gray, 
who had long been a student of prophecy, 
became impressed with the conviction that thetimes 
of fulfilment were at hand, He began work on his fa- 
mous series of studies, entitled he Mountain 
P y.’’ Eight of-the articles have 
y n the Curistian Heravp in 
series. These wonderfully enlightening produc- 
tions, from the pen of one who 1s not only a 
found Bible scholar, but an intensely evangelical, 
spiritual ¢ 7 » have d unusual interest 
at . t s C ef. : 








The Curisti1an Heracp has been deluged by 
inquiries concerning Dr. Gray’s articles, and so 
many applications for copies of the issues contain- 
ing m were received t the issues soon be- 
came exhausted. A flood of dence 
poured in, and the demand for further t from 
the same source was such that Professor 
urged to continue the series, and to bring it down 
to the latest point consistent with sound Bible 
scholarship and reverence for God’s word. Re- 
sponding to this widespread a 1, Dr. Gray con- 
sented to te four new articles, dealing jwith 
what may be regarded as the intervening ranges 
between the ancient, historic ‘‘ Mountain Peaks of 

ey 4 fl the Bible and the fulfilment CA the 
prophecies that a to later times, including 
those in which we tre new living. ‘The first article 
in the new series appears in the 


NOVEMBER 7th ISSUE 


of the 


CHRISTIAN HERALD 


and will be followed by three others, the titles of 
the four being : 
1.—What Does the Bible Teach About Russia? 


2.—What Does the Bible Teach About the 
Restoration of Babylon? 


3.—The Millennium: What, When and Where? 
4.—The Present War and Coming Events 


These four topics are of the most vita: interest 
and should be in the hands of every Bible student 
and Bible reader in America. 


SERIES IN PAMPHLET FORM 


y was 


As the numerous requests for copies of the 
Curistian Heracp containing Dr. Gray’s first 
series of articles has completely exhausted the 


supply, we haye reprinted the first series of eight 
articles in pamphlet form. This booklet contains 
the following articles : 

1.—The Seed of the Woman, or The First Promise of Redemption 
2.—God’s Covenant with Abraham, or Why He Chose Israel 
3.—God’s Covenant with David, or the Coming Kingdom 
4.—The “ Times of the Gentiles” and the Impending Judgments 
5.—Israel Restored and Renewed 

6.—The Place of the Church in the Plan of Redemption 

7.—The Antichrist, Who He Is and When He Will Arise 

8.—The Day of the Lord—When it Comes and What lt Means 


° —TO NEW SUBSCRIBERS : 

er We will send at once 

the Booklet mentioned 

above, containing the first eight articles of 

Dr. ag T the Christian Herald for 10 

w ginning with the November 7th 

issue containing the first of Dr. Gray’s new 
articles on Prophecy, for 25 cents (one 

the regular subscription price). 





Subscription, 1 year (S2°issues), $2.00 
Sample Copy sent on request 








INTRODUCTORY “) F 
10 WEEKS ) 5 
| SUBSCRIPTION 


CHRISTIAN HERALD, 1021 Bible House, New York, N.Y. 

Gentlemen: For the enclosed 25 cents send the 
CuristiaAn Heracp for ro weeks, beginning with the 
November 7th issue, containing the first of Professor 
Gray’s new series of articles on “‘ Prophecy.”” Send 
me at once the Booklet containing the first eight arti- 
cles of Dr. Gray already published. 


ee eee eee ee 
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[ Department Helps | 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


[| =ssow Teacuinc.—God helps those 
who work for him. . 
Note.—To-day’s story is a joy, but 
should include incidents from chapters 
two, three, four, and six. 


Introduction and Review. — Recall 
Thanksgiving experiences and repeat 
texts and prayers, especially a grace to 
use at mealtime. Sing a song of thanks- 
giving. 

This should lead to a review of 
Nehemiah’s thanksgiving. 


Lesson Story.—Have you seen the 
ruins of a big city building after a fire? 
That is like what Nehemiah saw one 
night when with a few trusty men he 
rode outside the tumble-down walls to 
see what needed to be done. In some 
places the piles of rubbish were so high 
and rough that the horse could not go. 
Nehemiah picked his way carefully. 

* He —_ his plans a secret until he 
could call the chief rulers of Jerusalem 
to meet him. Nehemiah said, It is a 
shame to leave all this rubbish lying 
around; let us clean it up and build a 
new city wall; I will help and take 
charge. ; 

Then the men felt encouraged and 
said, “Let us arise and build.” A city 
wall needs gates in different places, like 
a garden with front, back, and side 
gates. City gates were named accord- 
ing to their uses or where they led: 
sheeprgate, fish-gate, valley-gate, foun- 
tain-gate, water-gate, horse-gate, old- 
gate, east-gate. 

The best way to get a big piece of 
work done is to give parts of it to cer- 
tain people to do. So Nehemiah divided 
parts of the wall and gates among the 
Jews te build. Things soon looked busy. 

Enemies, who lived outside, began to 
notice and planned to stop the work. At 
first Sanballat laughed and made fun 
and sent messengers to say, What are 
=e doing? The king will not allow 
this. 

Nehemiah sent back word, Our God 
will prosper us; we shall build the wall; 
you have no right in Jerusalem. 

Sanballat and Tobiah talked things 
over saying, What do these feeble Jews 
think they’re doing? Can they build 
stone walls from this burned rubbish? 
If they do, a fox can break it down by 
running over it. 

Nehemiah asked God’s help, the peo- 
ple worked earnestly, gates were set up 
and parts of the wall between. It was 
solid along the ground all the way 





around Jerusalem. In some places it 
was half as high as they planned to 
make it. 


When Sanballat and Tobiah heard 
that all the holes were filled up and the 
walls getting higher, they were angry 
and planned to come and fight—to sur- 
prise them, kill some, and stop the work, 

Nehemiah prayed again, and set 
watchmen day and night inside the 
lowest parts of the wall. Some work- 
men got tired and said, There’s too 
much rubbish, we’re tired, let us stop. 
Some were frightened because of the 
enemies. 

Nehemiah said, Be not afraid, re- 
member our great God, who will help 
us. God will fight for us. Nehemiah 
gave swords, spears, bows and arrows 
to some of the workmen, saying, Watch, 
while you work; if our enemies come, 
you must fight for your families and 
houses. Sometimes half worked while 
half watched. 

Nehemiah was chief governor, and 
kept a trumpeter near him to blow a 
loud signal to call workmen together 
if the enemv attacked and caused danger 
at any part of the wall. The work was 
large and workmen widely separated. 
Nehemiah and his helpers wore their 
clothes day and night, like soldiers on 
guard. 

Sanballat’s army did not come. He 





—_—Loxw ene ko eS ee ee oe se ee 


Jerusalem was on a hill. Sanballat in- 
vited Nehemiah four times to meet him 
in the plain.. Nehemiah replied, I am. 
doing a great work. I cannot come 
down, y should my work stop? 

Sanballat sent back a letter, You want 
to be king. Nehemiah answered, It is 
not true, you are making up lies; and 
Nehemiah prayed, O God, strengthen us. 
Next Sanballat hired a false prophet to 
persuade Nehemiah to hide in ’s 
temple for safety. Nehemiah bravely 
replied, Why should such a man as I 
flee to save my life, I will not go in. 
“The Lord is my helper; I will not 
fear.” 

In fifty-two days (seven and one-half 
weeks) the wall was finished. The 
rubbish was cleared away, and Jeru- 
salem was made a strong City. ehe- 
miah’s enemies knew that God had 
helped him. 

Hand-work as a Review.—Blocks ar- 
ranged by the children on sand-board, 
table, or the floor, may illustrate the rub- 
bish and progress in  wall-building. 
Assign definite parts. Make it large. 

After the Lesson—lIf time permits, 
there is wonderful opportunity for tem- 
perance teaching, by comparing the 
building of “My Castle,”—the house I 
live in,—and the enemies which attack 
eye-gate, ear-gate, etc. Can we refuse 
entrance, as Nehemiah did? - Repeat: 
My body is God’s, or, My body is a 
temple. (See Graded Temperance 
Helps, Dietz, 20 East Randolph Street, 
Chicago, 15 cents.) 


Peoria, ILL. 


My Class of Girls 
By Miss Bernice Frederick 


Reviling and Ridiculing.—Every one 
amounting to anything has to face:a 
grilling before he gets along very far 
toward any worthy accomplishment. 
A young woman, converted in a Billy 
Sunday campaign, is having her turn 
now, She was convinced at the time of 
her conversion that she must give up 
cards, dancing, and theater-going, and 
also she was burdened with the respon- 
sibility of bringing those of her “crowd” 
to know Jesus. For a short time they 
ignored her “new fad,” continuing to 
invite her to the old pastimes, but when 
they found that the “fad” had become 
a fixed purpose they began to ridicule. 
They inquired how she enjoyed “knit- 
ting and dressing charity dolls of even- 
ings” (of which she did neither), they 
inquired if she had “landed the pastor’s 
assistant: yet,” they suggested her “tak- 
ing the veil.” One day, after a number 





of similar jibes, this struggling young 
Christian called upon a very busy ma- 
ture Christian woman who has a very 
abrupt, direct manner. She had de- 
tailed about half her woes and was iust 
arriving at the crying stage when her 
brusque friend turned suddenly and 
shot this volley at her: 

“You’re glad you're saved? You 
wouldn’t go back to the old life for 
anything? You're sure the Lord wants 
to save these others? Well, what are you 
hindering him for, sniffing around 
about your feelings? Your job is to 
stick in the socket. He'll provide the 
current that makes the light” (v. 20). (1) 


H. and P.—A certain family consists 
of father, mother, five very live chil- 
dren, and an aunt, a healthy spinster of 


it “hoping and praying” that they be ac- 
cepted, -and who, meanwhile, is content 
to live off her brother’s bounty. Mother 
several times overheard the children talk 
about H. and P., and finally she made 
inquiry as to H. and P.’s identity. 
There was an awkward silence and then 
Bob mustered courage to explain: 

“Well, Mother, it’s Aunt Sue. She's 
all the time ‘hoping and praying,’ so 
we've dubbed her H. and P.” 

Controlling herself with difficulty, 
Mother managed to make a little talk 
on the respect due their elders, where- 
upon Bob responded: 

“That’s all right, but if she would 
just help and pray—help even a little, 





tried another plan to entrap Nehemiah. 





we could respect a lot more.” 





forty odd years who spends part of her | 
time writing short stories, and most of | 
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Which kind of H. and P. are you—an 
Aunt Sue or a Nehemiah worker? 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Nehemiah 8 


1. Why did the Jews request the read- 
ing of the law? (v. 1.) 

2. When, do girls now search the 
Scriptures? 

3. Why did the Jews act as described 
in verses 5 and 6? 

4. Are girls of our day ever so im- 
pressed? 

5. What suggestion is given in verse 
8 as to how to read the Bible? Do you 
follow this suggestion? Y 

6. What should be our attitude when 
reading Holy Writ? (see vs. 9-12.) 

Kansas City, Mo. 


w 
Pucker’s ‘‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


Overcoming Difficulties.—We made 
our prayer unto our God, and set a 
watch (v. 9). This was a regular war 
lesson, scouting, spies, trenches, sur- 
prises (which didn’t surprise), slackers, 
and all. Teacher says there was even 
ener gas—from that old liar 

anballat. (1) 

Bumps began by telling how Nehe- 
miah scouted around the ruins of Jeru- 
salem one night on a mule. I guess 
things looked about like some of the 
Belgian cities do. But he wasn’t going 
to let any pile of rubbish stump him. 
So he started a big drive to rebuild the 
walls. 

Fatty told how the leaders of some 
heathen nations around there tried to 
hold up the job. They laughed at Nehe- 
miah, and said any wall he. and his 
“Sheenies”-. could build wouldn’t keep 
out a fox (4:3). But Nehemiah told 
Sanballat and his bunch it was none of 
their affair (2:20), and went right on. 

Even some of the Jews got cold feet 
and said: “You never can do it, and it’s 
no use to try” (4:10, 12). 

“Pucker may tell how. Nehemiah set 
his guard,” said teacher. So I explained 
about Sanballat’s plan of a surprise at- 
tack, how Nehemiah rallied all his 
forces to defend the wall (4:13), and 
how he made a great speech to them 
(4:14). When the enemy saw that 
Nehemiah was ready, they gave up the 
attack and the Jews went back to work 
on the walls. But only half of them 
worked at a time. The other half stood 
guard, each with his own weapons and 
those of the man working nearest him. 
The hod carriers even carried a spear 
in one hand, and every stonemason wore 
a gword, Then, whenever the bugle 
blew they were all to rally wherever the 
attack was. You couldn’t bluff Nehe- 
miah. (2) 

Moral Preparedness.—Remember the 
Lord ..:. and fight (v. 14). Teacher 
says this is a picture of our lives. There 
are enemies all about us, nasty pictures, 
smutty stories, low thoughts, bad habits, 
all trying to capture us. Then there are 
people who will try to tempt us. Like 
Sanballat, they will ridicule us and plot 
against us. We must always be on 
guard. Teacher says the Bible is our 
sword, faith our shield, and prayer our 
bugle call for help. And he says when- 
ever we sec some one being tempted we 
must rally to help him. 

He told of seeing a young fellow he 
knew about to be coaxed into a saloon 
one night. Teacher went over, shook 
hands with him and the rest of the 
bunch, and got them all to go with him 
over to a_ basket-ball game at the 
Y. M. C. A. We all decided to watch 
this week for a chance like that. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Nehemiah 8 


Where was this Bible study held? 
(v.24) 


How long did it last? (v. 3.) 

Who was the superintendent? (v. 4.) 
Who were the teachers? .(v. 7.) 
Where was the lesson? (v. 1.) 


What effect did the lesson have? 
(v. 9.) 





Terre Haute, Inp. 











[ Children at Home 





A Queer Comb 
By Janet Thomas Van Osdel 


“| DON’T want to be cleaned up,” said 

Mary Be digging the toes of her 
sandals into the soft earth on which she 
was lying watching an ant hill. “I wish 
I was a ant.” 

“And why do you wish you ‘was a 
ant’?” asked Aunt Isabel, gathering 
Mary Bell into her arms and kissing her 
in spite of her dirty face. 

“*Cause, if I was a ant I’d never have 
- ae washed or combed,” replied Mary 

ell. 

“Wouldn’t you though, my honey!” 
laughed Aunt Isabel, “To your one 
cleaning up, that little brown ant there 
gets probably a half dozen.” ~ 

“Oh, my!’ gasped Mary Bell. “Who 
makes him do it?” 

“Ants clean up just because they like 
to be clean,” said Aunt Isabel. “You've 
seen them doing ever so much dirty 
work since you've been watching them, 
haven’t you?’ 

“Carrying dirt and little sticks, and 
once four of them had a dead bug,” an-. 
swered Mary Bell. 

“Well, just because they get so dirty, 
they must wash and comb themselves 
often. They do it after every meal, and 
after a nap, and sometimes in between.” 
a themselves?” questioned Mary 

ell, 

“Yes, they really do comb themselves,” 
said Aunt Isabel. “The ant has a little 
comb attached to its leg. This comb has 
the finest of teeth, and with it the ant 
combs the hairs upon the sides and the 
back of its head. This comb can be 
matched up against a‘ coarser toothed 
comb on another joint of the leg which 
makes a kind of double comb. The ant 
cleans’ its antenne—feelers or horns, 
you call them—and its legs by drawing 
them between the teeth of this double 
comb.” 

“It’s most like a pocket-comb, only 
it’s growed to him,” giggled Mary Bell. 
“Does he have a bath sponge, too?” 

“Its bath sponge is its wrinkled little 
tongue. First the face is washed, then 
the jaws are cleaned, and so on until the 
whole body is cleaned. When the ant 
washes the under part of its body it 
doubles up into all sorts of queer 
shapes, so that you’d never guess it was 
an ant, Usually there are a number 
making their toilet at the same time and 
often they wash one another’s faces.” 

“It’s lots worse than me _ being 
cleaned,” said Mary Bell. “And they 
wouldn’t have to do it ’cause the dirt 
wouldn’t show on them a speck.” 

“But it shows so much on you, honey 
love, that we’ve got to hurry and get 
you cleaned. Then we'll take my mag- 
nifying glass and come back to the ants.” 

“Goody!” cried Mary Bell, jumping 
up and taking Aunt Isabel’s hand. “But 
I guess I’d rather be a little girl than 
a ant.” 


Lomsarp, ILL, 
4 


A choice book for teachers of girls is 
“The Girl in Her Teens,” by Margaret 
Slattery, obtainable from The Sunday 
School Times Company for 50 cents. 
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THE BIBLE 


THE HOPE OF 
THE NATION 


Ww. H. SEWARD said: tele whole hope of 
uman pro; $ is sus ied on the ever-grow- 
ing influence of the Bible.” rs 

‘The Bible is indeed the greatest Book in the world ; 
it contains the Word of fod first spoken, then writ 
ten; the study of it is not only the very foundation of 
interest, order, instruction, reverence and godly profit 
in the Sunday School—it is the guardian of the re- 
ligious life in the family, and the salvation of the indi- 
vidual and state. If through his own searching one 
comes to know this Book, its attraction, use, and in- 
fluence will never cease.”’ 


Send for 


“A Guide to Bible Study” 


p on inspection 


rhis course has for its aim the study of the Bible 
itself, giving that first-hand, intimate knowledge of its 
contents which transforms every life it touches, 


A Pusiacss Man: “It is a real companion to the 
Bible, and should be on the desk of be man.” 

A Certified Public Accountant: “ It is my firm 
belief that the course of study outlined wi:l produce a 
growthof Bible-loving students in the next generation.” 

A Woman in the Home: “ Part 6 came yesterday 
and I think it is the best help I have ever seen to sys- 
tematic Bible study.” 

A Business Man: ‘Your book 
best I have ever used, and | will sen 
soon as I have finished this one.” 

A Lawyer: “I have gone carefully through the 
books up to number five, which 1 am now occupied 
with, and find them most instructive.” ‘ 

Y.M.C.A.Worker: “It is the best thing of the 
kind I have ever seen.”’ 

A President of a Life Insurance Co,: “I find 
it a very valuable aid to the study of the Bible.” 

A Business Man: Find it to be a splendid book 
and an excellent guide to Bible study.” 


Part 1) is the 
for Part 2 as 


"art 1 Genesis to Ruth, Junior 
«* ¢,. 1 Samuel to Nehemiah. Course 
** 3. ‘he Gospels and the Acts. J 


3 
«* 4. Genesis to 2 Samuel. ) 
5. 2 Kings to Nehemiah (por- | 


- i . : Advances 
tions of nine prophetica ourse 
Soaks’ ~_ } (S. S. **Inter- 
“ 6. Life of Christ. J mediate’), 
«« 9. The Acts and the Epistles. 
a. a Serre eee ee $ .30 
Cloths, enc) Past... we we we te pee 45 
Parts 1 te 3 in one volume, cloth... . . 1.25 
Parts 4 to7 in one volume, cloth. . .. . , 1.50 
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INDEX PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Box 123, Bloomfield, N. J. 
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TYPEWRITE THE NEW WAY 


Amazipg new system of developing finger speed and 


control. Finger training and new kind of 
machine practice doubles and trebles stenog- 
raphers’ speed, cuts out errors. 






(0 to 100 Words a Minute Guaranteed 

ntirecourse ontrial—no money unless satis- 
fied with results. Course includes complete li- 
brary of business practicefor stenographers, 

Particulars Free 

Write for book and offer 
Learn at home in spare 
time. School has 25,000 stu- 
dents and graduates. Es- 
tablished 17 years. Write 
to-day. 


The Tulloss School, 6531 College Hill, Springfield, Ohio 
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A RELIGIOUS COLLEGE 

SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 

, SCHOOL OF MISSIONS 
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tural. New fireproof building, 
with dormitories in Boston's 
finest educational district, 
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AN IMPORTANT PUBLICATION 
THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL MOVEMENT—1780 to 1917 
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HOTEL MARTINIQUE 


BROADWAY 
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One Block from Pennsylvania Station 
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For Family Worship 


By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





.November 26 to December 2 
Mon.—Neh. 4: 7-28. Precautions. 


The sources of discouragement were 
the timid Jews, the avowed enemies and 
the frightened friends. Not a few be- 
came alarmed, but Nehemiah fortified 
yresd Aen by saying, “Remember the 

rd,” the work went on. All 
Nehemich's planning would have failed 
if he had omitted the upward look. 
“Watch and pray.’ 


Prayer Succestions: Pray to be able 
to conquer all opposition and criticism 
in the p business, or in your social 
circle; that the peace of God may rest 
upon the home and that all the needs of 
the household may be met; for the ab- 


closely joined to us. 


Tues.—Neh. 4: 1-6, 21-23. ' 
Nehemiah Rebuilds the Wall. 

As the wall began to rise like a thing 
of beauty hindrances multiplied; but 
nothing daunted, Nehemiah went on- in 
the fear of God. How earnest he was. 
“From the rising of the morning until 
the stars appeared,” he never ceased 
from his labor. Let us build in the 
same spirit. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for bless- 
ing to rest upon the Word of God; t 
be made more diligent in reading it and 
for more love for it; that this day tt 
may be a lamp to our fect and a light to 
our path; that the Great Shepherd of 
the sheep will not suffer us to go astray. 


Wed.—Neh. 5: 1-13. Usury Abolished. 


The best of undertakings can be 
spoiled by human greed. The people 
who were to raise up the walls of the 
city of God did not scruple to practise 
extortion on their less favored brethren, 
The flesh at its very best is but flesh. 
Such is human nature. 


Prayer SuGcEsTions: Shall we not 
pray for more love to be given us for 
our Lord? How little have we loved 
Him, and how cold have been our affec- 
tions. Pray that we may know more of 
his redeeming love; his sparing love, and 
forbearing love; that his love may reg- 
ulate our conduct. 


Thurs.—Neh. 5: 14-19. 
Nehemiah’s 
Amid all sorts of trials and opposition 
Nel.emiah lived and labored. He aban- 
doned a most lucrative position at court 
in order to be a blessing to his nation, 
and without compensation of any sort 
he and his servants built the wall. The 
compelling power was “the fear of 


God.’ 


Prayer Succestions: Pray God to 
bless all the countries of the earth; for 
the lands yet unreached by the Gospel 
of his grace, and for the people whose 
eyes have not yet seen the glory of the 
Lord. Pray for the warring nations; 
that the purposes of God may speedily 
be realized in this dread conflict. 


Fri.—Neh. 6: 1-9. A Wicked Plot. 


Foes without and traitors within 
alike sought to hinder the work, but 
Nehemiah heeded them not. “I am do- 
ing a great work, so that I cannot come 
down.” What an example to Chris- 
tians. When the world seeks to allure 
and entice, “I cannot come down” must 
be our response to all temptations. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for those 
who travel far from home and who are 
cut off from friends and home com- 
forts; that they may be kept from 
temptation amid their trying circum- 
stances and that no change of scene may 
lead them to forget God; pray for 
safety in journeying from place to place. 
Sat.—Neh. 6: 10-19. 

Nehemiah’s Fearlessness. 

Nehemiah was a truly heroic soul, By 
the shield of faith he was well able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked 
one. There is a dignity about Chris- 


Unselfishness. 














tianity which should make us scorn to 





sent members of the family and for all Pray for cleansin 
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the mean and questionable thing. 
“Should such a man as I” sin? 
‘Prayer Succestions: Pray hes all 
ministers of the-Word of God; or 
the Spirit of God to be with th “y ile 
they study his Word in preparation for 
to-morrow’s work and. ministry; that 
the light and wisdom from above may 
be given to them; that they may be kept 
faithful, loyal, loving, ha zealous. 


Sun.—Zech. 4: 1-18. The Unseen Helper. 


Here we touch the center of al 
spiritual power and blessing. Spiritual 
strength does not rest upon numbers. 
Great corporations do not weigh with 

. The power of the Church lies in 
the Holy Spirit of God who will make 
the weak strong and the strongest as 
the angels of God. _ 

Prayer Succestions: Pray to be able 
to sce the spiritual forces that are God 
us; to lay hold on the power of God 
for victory in the inner life and 
| effective service in the Church of ref 
from all that would 
choke the channel and so prevent God’s 
| power flowing through you. 

New York Crry. 


NELSON’S 
Bibles and Testaments 
for Soldiers and Sailors 


American Standard and King James Versions 
ings in Variety of size and 








ipture texts and the four 
great American hymns are 
‘printed on the -leaves, 
together with an identifica- 
tion page. Printed on white 
paper an elson’s India 
Paper. 
Prices from 30c.up 


THE AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 
Authorized and Edited by the American Revision Committee 
The latest and ‘dest translation of the 
Scriptures. It brings the sacred message 
home to the reader in the words and lan- 
guage of to-day instead of the language 
used in King James’ time, over 300 years ago 
—many words of which are not unders 
by the modern reader, 

‘The most accurate translation of the 
Bible, which is the first essential to the stu- 
dent and also the simplest and clearest in its 
language, and go the most easily understood 
by the average person,’ 

It is the standard text for all the leading 
Colleges, Universities, Theological Seminaries 
and Bible Training Classes, as well as for 
the International and Graded Sunday School 
Lessons, 


For Sale bp all booksellers, or send for 
interesting free let to 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS 





381 A FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
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NEW CHRISTMAS SERVICES 


(Orchestration for one) 
SEND TO-DAY FOR FREE COPY 

BENTLEY D. ACKLEY, Publisher 

1020 Arch Street, - - Philadelphia, Pa. 











F REE With Handsome Page In Colors 
By Rev. Rate Ae =. 
P 2 cents, postpaid ; $10.00 per hundred, not 
prepaid. A free comple. Sr te ae to Sunday 
school Superintendents and Organists on request, 
OLIVER DITSON COMPANY 
Room 126 Ditson Bidg. 














Good Things for Christmas (Recitations 
and Dialogues 
Christmas 


and Stories . . 


Ohio Sunday School Supply Co. Toledo, Obi 
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saw the advertisement tn The Sunday School Times. 
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LESSON FOR DEC. 2 (Neh. 4) 


The High Calling 
Motherhood 


demands the utmost pre- || 
caution in maintaining | 
health at high efficiency | 
and nothing is so potent as 
SOOTrS EMULSION 
good cheer and sunshine. 
Scott’s Emulsion makes the 
blood rich and pure, and in- 
sures abundant nourishment. 


















| January 6. Christian 
















It strengthens the nerves and 

creates energy and vitality 

during this period. 

Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield, N. J. 
== 
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ri for Whooping Cough, 
WSpasmodic Croup, 
Asthma, Sore Throat, 

fam Coughs, Bronchitis, 
Estasisuen 1879. Egids, Catarrh. 


Don’t fail to use Cresolene for the distressing, and 
often fatal affections tor which it is recommended. 

It isa simple, safe, effective and drugless treatment. 

Vaporized Cr esolepe stops the paroxysms of Whoop- 
ing Cough and relieves Spasmodic Croup at once. 

fn asthma it shortens the attack and ensures 
comfortable repose. i et ; 

‘lhe air carrying the antiseptic vapor inspired with 
every breath, makes. breathing easy, soothes the sore 
throat, and stops the cough, assuring restful nights. 

Cresolene relieves the bronchial -complications of 
Scarlet Fever and Measles and is @ valuable. aid -in 
the treatment of Diphtheria. pb 

Cresolene’s best recommendation is its 38 xeon of 
successful use. Send us postal for Descriptive Booklet, 

For Sale by Druggists 

Try Cresolene Antiseptic ‘Throat Tablets for the 
irritated throat, ‘composed of slippery elm bark, 
licorice; sugar and Cresolene. They can’t harm 
you. Of your druggist or from us.1o0c. in stamps. 


THE VAPO-CRESOLENE CO., 62 Cortlandt St., New York 
or Leeming-Miles Building, Montreal, Canada 























TYPEWRITE 


The NEW Way 





80 to 100 Words a Minute Guaranteed 
Greatest advance since the typewriter was invented! 
Amazingly different, easier method. Based on won- 






derful gymnastic finger training and startling 
new kind of machine practice. Learn at 
= home. 


EARN $25 TO $40 A WEEK! 
Speed and accuracy doubled and trebled. 
rings salaries in proportion. Read what 


25,000 others have done. 
Particulars Free 
Course includes complete 
business training for sten- 
ographers. School estab- 

; f™ lished 17 years. Write for 
catalog & specialoffernow. 
The Tulloss School, 6531-A College Hill, Springfield, Ohio 











| On the BEACH and BOARDWALK 
ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 


| Rest— Recreation—Recuperation 


Spend a few days at Chalfonte— 
the hotel of hospitality and home- 
like charm. American plan. Golf 
and yacht privileges. Make res- 
ervations now. 


THE LEEDS COMPANY 


When guewsring advertisements 
mention The Sunday School Times.’ 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





December 9. Here Am I; Send Me. (Life- 
Work Recruits.) Isa. 6: 6-8. 
December 16. Christ is Our Peace. 

Ideals. War or Peace. Which? 
6; Eph. 2: 14-17. 
December 23. Christmas 
1-12, (Christmas.) 


National 
Isa. 9? 
Giving. Matt. 2: 


and Privilege. 
Acts 26: 13-15. 


Duty 
I. Becoming a Christian. 
(Consecration meeting.) 





Sunday, December 2 ~ 


Self-Control (1 Cor. 9: 24-27) 
(Consecration Meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Block sin (Rom. 6: 12). 
Tues.—Control in food (Dan. 1 : 8-21). 
Wed.—In drink (Jer. 35 : 1-11). 
Thurs.—In speech (1 Pet. 3 : 8-13). 
Fri.—Meekness is control (2 Sam. 16: 


5-14). 
Sat.—Snubbing one’s self (Matt. 16: 
21-28). 











What influence has self-control on char- 
acter? 

What impulses in you need most control? 

Why does our self need to be curbed? 


HRISTIANITY is the one solution 

of the problem of life and character 
because it goes to the heart of it. It 
deals not with secondary but with 
primary things, with the agent rather 
than his acts, the fountain from which 
the stream comes rather than with the 
stream alone. Sins, excuses, mistakes, 
false choices, are all the deeds of some 
doer. Other prescriptions deal with the 
deeds. Christianity deals with the doer. 
We may speak of a man’s need of con- 
trol of his actions, “his words, or his 
appetite. But what needs to be con- 
trolled is the man. 


But can self control itself? 
lawless thing lay law upon its own law- 
lessness? Christianity says “No, not 
alone, but yes, with Christ.” Without 
Him the self will continue to be a law- 
breaker. With Him self can be mas- 
tered and the life be brought under the 
law of the character of Christ and the 
good will of God. And this is the true 
self-control, when the self is given to 
Christ for His possession and power and 
Christ in us transforms the life and 
makes us want to do the things that we 
ought to do: 

. ye 


Christ’s control of our life will mean 
the expulsion of the sinful wish and the 
repulsion of the sinful temptation. 
What do we know from the New Testa- 
ment to be the sins of act and spirit 
which insidiously attack men? Paul 
knew them well. When Christ rules 
within, these things cannot rule there. 
They will meet with no sympathy. 
Christ cannot abide them. Sin is strong 
but Christ is stronger. He can control 
it when without him it will certainly 
control us. 


od 
And what Christ’s principles as to 
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it is the one sin that we can bite. We 
can bite it to death whenever we will. 
Or to put it more truly, Christ has an 
easier. and readier means for dealing 
with the sin of wrong speech than with 


bet- 
hrist- 


The Gospel offers us somethin: 
ter than self-control, It offers 
control. 

It even offers a new self—Christ in 
us the power of a new life and the hope 





any other. He can simply help us to | of victory. 
close our lips. “There is one sure cure| And yet we live on. The life is a 
for gossip,” said a wise Christian min- | new life, but it is ours. 
ister. “Breathe through your nose.” New York Ciry. 
* —_— 
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Can the | 


food and drink were and would he for | 


us, we know from his own life and from 
Paul. That a thing tastes good, that we 
can afford it, and that we can take it 
with impunity,—all this has nothing to 
do with it. Do we need it, will our use 
and enjoyment of it hurt any one else, is 
it to God’s glory? 
our habits of drink especially needs to 
be won in the complete way which 
Christ offers. It is not enough to be 
able to resist. We need to win such a 
victory that for us there will be nothing 
to resist. Honest men are not honest 
by virtue of their ability to withstand 
the temptation to steal, They are hon- 
est because it never occurs to them to 
steal and could not occur to them. So 
also the principle of right control of 
‘our tastes needs to be solidified into im- 
movable and incorruptible habit and 
character. 





The control of speech ought to be the 
easiest of all controls. 


It has been said 


And the control of | 
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Books Worth Reading | 








The Sunday-School Movement and 
the American Sunday School Union 
(By Edwin Wilbur Rice).—This book 
of 500 pages by Dr. Rice, Honorary 
Editor of the American Sunday School 
Union, was written upon the occasion of 
the one hundredth anniversary of the 
Union to “Set out the history of the 
Union and its relation to the general 
Sunday-school movement, in which it 
took an early and active part. It 
indicates quite fully the steps taken 
in both England, the Continent, and 
America which gave the Sunday-school 
birth and standing, and which have 
made it so important an adjunct to the 
home, the Church, and the nation. 

It seems a far cry from the 43 Sun- 
day-schools, 556 teachers, and 5,970 
scholars reported by the American 
Sunday School: Union in 1817 to the 
present record of twenty-one millions 
in nearly two hundred thousand schools 
in this country. 

In the section devoted to the pro- 
motion of teachers’ organizations and 
unions for benefiting workers, Dr. Rice 
speaks of those who laid the founda- 
tions of organized Sunday-school work 
in convention form, and of the service 
of the uni n workers in promoting the 
conventi ns in the early thirties. Then 
followed conventions in 1859, 1869, and 
1872, these being developed indepen- 
dently of the Union. One notes here the 
stalwart figures of H. Clay Trumbull, 
John H. Vincent, B. F. Jacobs, and Ed- 
ward Eggleston. At the 18;: conven- 
tion the Uniform lessons were launched. 
In 1875 at Baltimore the convention be- 
came international in scope. 

The volume will be of great interest to 
those who should be informed of the 
part played by the Sunday-school in 
laying the foundations of our Republic 
and of the great work of the American 
Sunday, School Union in extending the 
union Sunday-school as a factor in 
building up character in needy commu- 
nities. 

It is a prodigious piece of work that 
Dr. Rice has done. Few if any other 
men in America could have done it. 
He brought to it his thorough-going 
habits of work, his vast knowledge of 
his subject, his own collection of price- 
less material in this field, and his devo- 
tion to the cause. The Sunday-school 
work of America is permanently in his 
debt for this book, (American Sunday 
School Union, Philadelphia, $2 net; by 
mail, $2.25.) 

The Trinity and the Deity of Christ 
(By Rev. Edwin Barnetson).—It is an 
old and true saying that “there is noth- 
ing new under the sun,” and it is illus- 
trated by this little book, which objects 
to the usual doctrine of the Trinity and 
sets forth another which the author 
thinks truer to Scripture. But this 
turns out to be identical with one which 
the whole Christian Church deliberately 
set aside in the third century as untrue 
and impossible. According to this, the 
Trinity was only a threefold manifesta- 
tion of the Divine Being, and not an 
essential element, It is one thing to 
criticise human language about God; 
it is another to express in human speech 
the full truth about Deity. The author 
is very effective in regard to the former, 
but quite unsuccessful about the latter. 
While it is true that the infinite cannot 
be adequately stated in finite terms, the 
best minds through the ages have done 
their utmost to declare the truth, and 
with this the spiritually enlightened and 
experienced in the whole church have 
been content and satisfied because the 
various statements are considered the 
best available equivalents for the truths 
implicit in Scripture. The view here set 


forth is too easy to be correct, and is | 


guilty of the fallacy of confusing indi- 


’ viduality. with personality, though the 


latter is far richer and fuller than the 
former. In regard to the Trinity and 


the Deity of Christ, the universal experi- | 


ence of Christians is at once true, re- 
liable, and unshakable. (The Wesleyan 
Methodist Publishing Association, Syr- 
acuse, New York, 30 cents.) 
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The Bible ts the word of life. | beg that 
you will read it and find this out for your- 
selves,--read, not little snatches here and 
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full of real men and women not only but 


also of the things you have wondered about You do 


of God to our troops ? 
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men have been always; and the more you 
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